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STAGE 3 BUILDING UPDATE 

Grade 5-6 Village is finally ready for our students to 

move into. What an exciting time for all. 

We are watching with interest as the gym and theatre 

begin to take shape. 

At Phoenix we stand by our values: 

Respect, Responsibility, Integrity, Cooperation and 

Excellence. We expect that these guide all  interactions 

between students, teachers and members of our 

community. Working in this way enables us to activate 

opportunities for your students. 

Mrs Karen Snibson 

Principal 

 

VET/VCAL REPORT 

A big congratulations to all the staff and students in 

VCAL/VET this term. The expectations have been set and 

will remain coming into Term 2. Students will be 

consolidating their employability skill set in all classes 

with the opportunity to try new subjects in Personal 

Development in Semester 2. The following excerpt is 

from a student completing a project in ‘Crazy Ideas.’ 
 

‘In Crazy Ideas we have been working on composting. 

We have explored food wastage and how we can help 

reduce food wastage. As a class we’ve decided which 

communication would be more effective. We decided to 

create posters to hang around the Villages and to design 

food scrap bins to 

also be placed 

throughout the 

Villages and in 

offices. Our posters 

provide information 

about our food 

wastage problems 

and facts. Not only 

has this unit been 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

WELCOME TO TERM 2 

As we commence the term it is time to focus on the 

learning growth of our students. Students have a unique 

opportunity to work on advice that was given to them by 

their teachers at Parent Teacher interviews.  

One of the most crucial factors in optimising student 

growth is students taking the time to set goals for 

themselves and work progressively towards their 

attainment. There is a real role for parents in assisting 

with both the setting and monitoring of personal goals. 

At Phoenix we encourage students to strive for their 

“personal best”. In Term 2, to assist students and 

parents to have better awareness of progress, we will be 

moving towards a system of ongoing reporting.  This will 

provide more timely progress advice than the current 

system of interim and end of semester reports. 

Transition Grade 6 to Year 7– Reminder that there 

is a change in process for 2019. 

Students will be given information by their primary 

school and this is then returned to the primary school. If 

you have questions please contact the College. 

 

COLLEGE COUNCIL 

As a result of the recent Council Election, the following 

positions have been filled: 

4 x Parent Vacancies: Georgina Hocking, Jodie Fraser, 

Jarrod Page and Rosslyn Lonie 

2 x Staff Vacancies: Jessica Cox,  Troy Beggs  

Community Members:  The Smith Family 

Representatives: Brenton Hancock, Leslee Jackson and 

Karen Riddel 

ECKA and Phoenix Kindergarten: Joanne Geurts - CEO 

ECKA 

College Captains: Maddison Pearse and Aaron Grant 

President: Jarrod Page 

Vice President: Brett Page                    

Secretary/Treasurer: Rosslyn Lonie 



fun, it has also been an eye opener. When you see these 

bins make sure you only put biodegradable food scraps 

and not plastic food wrappers.’  
 

Hope you have had a wonderful break and the VCAL/VET 

staff look forward to working with your children this 

term. 
 

Mrs Belinda Dwyer 

VCAL/VET Coordinator 
 

MIDDLE / SENIOR SCHOOL REPORT 

EVENTS 

The Term 2 calendar appears to contain many exciting 

opportunities for students to excel in not only their 

studies, but also in a wide variety of sporting or 

leadership activities and music performances in the 

wider community. Research tells us that when a student 

is immersed in their school community, they are to 

develop a deeper connection to their learning. At 

Phoenix we strive to ensure that students access many 

extra-curricular opportunities and programs to continue 

their social and emotional growth alongside their 

academic pursuits.  
 

REFLECTION 

The Parent/Teacher interviews that were held before 

the holidays were an excellent time for staff, students 

and parents to be able to reflect on academic progress 

and to identify areas for students to focus on and 

develop further as we progress through Term 2. The 

start of a new term is also a good time for students to 

reflect on their own behaviour and attitude towards 

learning and to ensure that they are putting their very 

best effort into their classwork. Our College has high 

expectations of our students and it is pleasing to be able 

to report on the many students who are already 

developing good study habits and showing a great work 

ethic.  
 

ASSESSMENT TASKS 

Students are reminded that class-based assessment 

tasks and SAC’s continue to be used to assess student 

growth and to target areas for improvement. Years 7 and 

9 students will also undertake NAPLAN tests this term to 

compare their growth against the State benchmarks. 

Assessments are a good opportunity for students to take 

the time to check and ask themselves if they are working 

hard and always striving to complete work to the best of 

their ability. Establishing good study habits in Middle 

School years will really help to support all VCE and Senior 

School pathways and gives students more choices in life 

as they progress through secondary school and out into 

the workforce. Teachers and House Managers are always 

happy to help provide students with extra support and 

guidance as required.  
 

ORGANISATION 

We would like to remind Phoenix students that 

organisation is the key to success. It is important that 

students strive to arrive to every class on time and are 

prepared to learn. This means ensuring they have their 

diaries, correct books, pencil case and charged laptop. 

Establishing good organisation skills now will help to set 

up students as they progress towards VCE and life 

beyond school. 
 

CONTINUOUS REPORTING 

The introduction of a continuous reporting model this 

term will allow parents the opportunity to be able to 

access the results of all learning tasks in real time 

through COMPASS. Assessment task results and feedback 

will be entered throughout the term and parents will no 

longer have to wait until the end of semester report to 

access results. This is a great shift for our school and will 

support the PLC focus of improved teaching practices. It 

will also ensure that students are able to use timely 

feedback to assess their own learning growth.  
 

Mrs Deanne Joosten 

Assistant Principal 

 

NAPLAN Testing, for students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9, will 

take place from Tuesday 15th –Thursday 17th May, 2018. The 

College uses this information to inform how we teach your 

children. 
 

Exemptions may be granted to students with significant 

intellectual disabilities and to students who have been 

learning English for less than one year. Students may be 

withdrawn from NAPLAN by their parents, in consultation with 

the Principal. All exemption documentation must be signed by 

a parent/guardian and remain the property of the College. 
 

For more information about the 

tests, please visit the VCAA website 

at www.vcaa.edu.au or the NAP 

website at www.nap.edu.au 

http://www.vcaa.edu.au
http://www.nap.edu.au


Business Manager Report 

SCHOOL PHOTOS – MSP Photography 

Our 2018 school photos were taken last month and should 

be available within the next couple of weeks.  Photo packs 

will be sent home with students when they arrive. 

If you have queries,  please direct them to MSP 

Photography. 
 

Maintaining Family Details 

Some families have contacted us to let us know they have 

relocated or changed their contact numbers; thank you. 

Please remember if any of your family’s personal details 

have changed you need to let the General Office know so 

our records are correct and we are able to contact you in 

case of an emergency. 

If you have a new or recently changed email, please make 

sure you let us know so the monthly Newsletter and family 

accounts can be delivered via email. 
 

Family Accounts: 

Statements were sent out during the holidays.  Payment 

would be appreciated ASAP please.   

The 2018 core educational costs have been added to 

family accounts  along with electives where applicable. 

Camps and some excursions are NOT included in the above 

charges and are charged nearer the time of the activity.   

To make payment of the costs much easier to manage we 

are happy to receive regular weekly or fortnightly deposits 

into your family accounts.  Centrepay or BPAY makes it 

easy; once it is set up the money is deposited directly into 

your family account and 

allocated to costs. Any 

overpayment is held as credit 

and will be used to pay for 

excursions or other costs which 

may arise throughout the year. 
 

CSEF funding has been received by most eligible families.  

If you have forgotten to apply for the funding and believe 

you are eligible please ask at the General Office. 
 

LOST PROPRERTY- PLEASE NAME CLOTHING AND OTHER 

PROPERTY. 

We have an enormous amount of student personal 

property handed in as lost property each week.  Please 

make sure all belongings are clearly named.  If your 

student has lost anything – please ensure they check lost 

property.  
 

Ms Lorraine Hayes 

Business Manager 

 
 
 
 
Thursday 19th April we took 107 students to compete at 
Eureka athletics and boy did we have a great day!  
Not only were our students incredibly competitive 
(fingers crossed for an overall trophy!!), we fielded the 
largest team we've taken in 3 years and other schools 
were commenting on how supportive students were of 
each other. There was a Phoenix crowd watching on as 
Kingsley Prendergast smashed his high jump and went 
for the division record; a screaming pack of junior 
students cheering on our long distance runners and our 
kids in perfect lines prepared for relay and exchanging 
tips to baton changeovers. 
 

The following students have qualified for regional finals: 
Xagai Douhadji (800m,1500m, long jump, relay), James 
Spicer (shot put), Chelsea Thorp (high jump), Kingsley 
Prendergast (high jump), Maddison Lewis (javelin), 
Logan Hayles (discus, triple jump), Kayla Bridges (800m) 
and Ryan Mooney, Benjamin Ronan, Okach Deng Diw
(relay). 
 

The following were MVP for College values: 
Mitchell Collins, Darci Berry, Tahlia Watts, Renee 
McGeary (had a crack at everything and filled in without 
complaining!). 
 

Tyler Lenehan (happy to run any errand and support any 
Phoenix student - what a great attitude!!).  
 

Liam Brown (sat there positively all day for one event 
and smashed it, taking a third!). 
 

Brodie Reid, Christopher Jaruga, Dylan Murphy (for 
being assistants on track and field all day!!). 
 

Mr Powell, Miss McDonald, Miss Gilchrist, Mr Greed and 
Samantha Harbridge (for all their hard work so our 
students could see success). 
 

Congratulations all who attended today   



2018 Swimming Sports Results 

1st place – Albion on 1399.5 points!! 

2nd place – Picton on 1006 points!! 

3rd place – Bonshaw on 816 points!! 

4th place – Cornish on 799.5 points!! 

AGE GROUP CHAMPS 

13 boys – Sebastian Allen 

13 girls – Taya-Rose Read 

14 boys – Tyson Muscat 

14 girls – Reilly Roberts-Dunne 

15 boys – Connor Clarke 

15 girls – Ashlee Collins 

16 boys – Riley Caldow 

16 girls – Elizabeth Whitten-Bale 

17 boys – Mitchell Collins 

17 girls – Elisa Lemenager 

18-20 girls – Ella Funcke 

2018 Athletics Sports Results 

1st place – Bonshaw on 4005 points!! 

2nd place – Albion on 3986 points!! 

3rd place – Picton on 3842 points!! 

4th place – Cornish on 3245 points!! 

AGE GROUP CHAMPS 
 

13 boys – Tyler Wright 

13 girls – Ella Ross 

14 boys – Patrick Boag 

14 girls – Kaylee Sandlant 

15 boys – Ethan Read 

15 girls – Ashlee Collins 

16 boys – Alexander Voigt 

16 girls – Dakota Campbell 

17 boys – Lawson Prendergast 

17 girls – Maggie Wheeler 

18-20 girls – Ella Funcke 

18-20 girls – James Spicer 

SCHOOL ROWING REGATTA 

Congratulations to all Phoenix P-12 Community College 

students who competed in the State Schools Victoria 

Regatta on Thursday 15th March. It was fantastic to see 

the pride our students demonstrated at the Barwon 

River representing our school and rowing program. This 

was our final rowing regatta for the 2017-2018 rowing 

season, with success being achieved by all our 

participating crews in some way.  

Jack Anderson competed in his first single scull race; the 

Year 9 girls finished fourth in their A final, and our Year 

10 girls finished first ahead of our other Year 10 crew in 

the B final race. All crews were supportive of one 

another throughout the day and displayed great 

initiative and responsibility when packing boats and 

equipment.  

Well done to all our student rowers, coaches, staff and 

Miss Hawkes for another exciting season of our growing 

rowing program!!  

SPORT RESULTS! 



Amy Devereaux took five students down to compete 

at the Greater Western Region Swimming Finals in 

an attempt to qualify for State titles. The students 

were incredible – raced hard, showed sportsmanship 

and were an excellent representation of Phoenix 

College. 

Elizabeth Whitten-Bale clocked a PB in her 

freestyle and a third in her breaststroke which is 

outstanding and Riley Caldow took out the 

backstroke to qualify for State titles later in the year. 

Riley was also a part of the senior boys medley and 

freestyle relay teams which came 4th and 2nd, 

missing out on States by seconds!!  

Please congratulate Elizabeth, Riley, Mitchell, Brett 

and Jack and of course Amy for all their hard work.  

Senior Band  

Last month our Senior Band members travelled to 

Stawell for intensive workshops with the Stawell College 

Band. We were rehearsing by 9:30 a.m. and had small 

breaks through the school day. The Band members 

cooled down with a dip in the local pool, had a BBQ, 

(European wasps do attack, with Stephanie and Tazmin 

getting stung and Mr Netherway had to abandon his 

drink and gulp his snag at allegro); back to rehearsals, 

then bunkered down in the large music room for the 

night. Joshua Shaw was like an “eveready” battery, up at 

the crack of dawn with his instrument out of the case 

rearing to get stuck into it.  

The last rehearsal went surprisingly smoothly and so did 

the performance in front of over 200 kids.  

‘Superstition’, ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’, ‘Greek Isle 

Adventure’, ‘Wombat Shuffle’, ‘Overture Espanol’ and 

‘Salvation is Created’ with individual solo 

demonstrations from the students, made up the 

repertoire for the concert. 

The students were excellent; they were positive, helpful 

and fantastic to be around with. They certainly upheld 

our school values to a tee.  







 

Pinarc Parent Support  

April 2018 Update 

Pinarc Programs  
School Holiday Program: 
We provide recreational and social activities for children and 
teenagers during the school holidays. These include a mixture 
or centre based and community-based activities including 
swimming, cooking and day trips.  April Holiday Program is 
already fully booked. To enquire about the July Program, 
contact Beth Taylor 5329 1343 or btaylor@pinarc.org.au  

Youth Group: 
Youth Group runs on Saturdays throughout the year.  We 
currently have groups that meet weekly, fortnightly, or 
monthly from 10:30am – 3:30pm.  Activities include a mix of 
centre based and community-based programs.  Some 
activities will involve a small cost.  Customers are supported 
by staff based on NDIS ratios. For more information, contact 
Beth Taylor 5329 1343 or btaylor@pinarc.org.au 

After School Activities 
After School Program runs 3pm – 6pm.  The group will do a 
mixture of centre and community-based activities.  Some 
activities will involve a small cost.  Customers are supported 
by staff based on NDIS ratios.  The program currently runs on 
Wednesday and Friday nights, but we are happy to discuss 
your requirements if you would like to access a different day. 
For more information, contact Beth Taylor 5329 1343 or 
btaylor@pinarc.org.au 

Sports Hub 
We offer sporting activities for children and teenagers. 
Programs are run on a Monday night from 4.00-5.00pm 
during school term. Participants are supported by staff and 
volunteers to learn skills that enable them to participate in 
many different sports. For more information, contact Beth 
Taylor 5329 1343 or btaylor@pinarc.org.au 

 
Parent's guide to online safety 
https://www.esafety.gov.au/about-the-office/resource-
centre/brochure-parents-guide-to-online-safety  
Covering a number of key online safety issues, the Parent's 
guide to online safety offers practical, issues focused 
information and advice for parents of children of all ages. 

This publication is produced by The Office of the eSafety 
Commissioner.  

Topics covered include: 

 Cyberbullying 

 Social networking 

 Unwanted contact 

 Sexting 

 Inappropriate content; and Online safeguards 

Mikayla Hogg have been offered an amazing opportunity to 

compete for Australia by participating in the Russian 
Friendship Games this year! 

To be able to compete in the games she will be training in 
Germany for a week and then flying to Russia  to compete 
from 31st July - 5th August.  

In order for this to happen she will need some financial 
assistance as it is quite an expensive trip, and won’t be 
possible without donations and sponsorships to help out! 

Please visit her GoFundMe page if you would like to 

contribute. https://www.gofundme.com/germany-amp-
russia 

If you see her please congratulate her! 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:btaylor@pinarc.org.au
mailto:btaylor@pinarc.org.au
mailto:btaylor@pinarc.org.au
mailto:btaylor@pinarc.org.au
https://www.esafety.gov.au/about-the-office/resource-centre/brochure-parents-guide-to-online-safety
https://www.esafety.gov.au/about-the-office/resource-centre/brochure-parents-guide-to-online-safety


Year 10 Work Experience Update 

Term 2 is a busy time for Year 10 Work Experi-

ence, with Albion students scheduled for May 

21st-25th and Cornish students scheduled for 

June 4th-8th. 

All students (15 years and over) are eligible for 

Work Experience and are invited to organise 

their placement now.   

Please see Terri in the Careers Centre for further 

details. 

The Australian College of Nursing (ACN) is hosting a free 
Nursing & Health Expo and students considering a 
career in the nursing or health professions are 
encouraged to attend. 
 
Date:  Saturday 28 April 2018 
Time:  8:30am - 1:30pm 
Venue: Melbourne Convention & Exhibition Centre, 
2 Clarendon Street in South Wharf  
 

Find out more at Australian College of Nursing (ACN) 
Nursing & Health Expo   

 
 

The aim of the QILT website is to assist students in 
making informed choices about their university options 
by bringing together survey data from all Australian 
universities, allowing students to compare student 
experience and job outcomes.   
So, students are able to compare the student 
experience, whether domestic or international, 
between universities, and also learn more about 
employment outcomes of the different institutions.   
 
Data was also collected to identify how many students 

gained full-time employment four months after 

completing their course, and what the median salary 

was for those graduates in full-time employment. 

This website is really user-friendly and well worth 

browsing. 

NETBALL 

Are you interested in playing NETBALL with a great 
club…?  

Mount Clear Junior Football 
Netball Club is looking for 
players of ALL ages.  

(Must be aged 9 before the start of 
the season in late April)  

Come & try Netball at the Mounties  

For further information contact—Talitha Prendergast 
(Netball Co-ordinator) ASAP 

On 0438 009 344 or email on talithap7@gmail.com  

FOOTBALL 

Juniors & UNDER 18's  Looking for a game of 

Footy???  

We Want You at The BURRA  

An exciting opportunity awaits at the Sebastopol 

FNC for 2018. Become involved in a well organised 

club where you can train and play at one of the best 

grounds in the region each week! 

AFL/VFL experienced players recruited to the club 

are looking to assist in developing your skills !!!!  

Training details are as follows: 

Seniors Tuesdays & Thursdays 6pm-7.30pm  
Juniors Tuesdays & Thursdays 4.30-6pm 
 at Marty Busch Reserve 

For more information-  Shawne Dummett  
0408 171964(Football Manager) 

Leigh Hutchinson 0407 861960(Senior Coach)         
Darren Hammill 0408 102243(President) 

 

SPORTS FOR SCHOOLS 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the 

Sports for School Program. We have had 1500 

tickets returned to the school and raised $15,000!  

https://www.acn.edu.au/acn-nursing-and-health-expo-melbourne-2017-event
https://www.acn.edu.au/acn-nursing-and-health-expo-melbourne-2017-event
http://www.qilt.edu.au/


2018 CALENDAR 
 

April 

25th ANZAC Day Public Holiday 

 - Student Free Day 

23rd Cross Country Week Years 7-10 

27th Cadet Camp 

30th Road Safety Presentation 

 

 

  

 

May 

2nd   Senior band ‘Big 5 Concert’ 

2nd High Challenge Camp Years 9/10 

6th Bush Walk Camp Year 9  

16th Eureka Cross Country 

28th Solo Music Performance Week 

Phoenix P-12 Community College 

PO Box 49 Sebastopol VIC 3356 

P: 03) 5329 3293   F: 03) 5335 7582 

phoenix.p12.cc@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

Our goal is to ensure that all 2018 Year 7 students can 
start the year fully prepared with their laptop. 
 
IF YOU HAVE NOT ORDERED YOUR LAPTOP 
PLEASE COME TO THE GENERAL OFFICE TO 
COMPLETE THE ORDER FORM AND ARRANGE 
PAYMENT. 
 
OPTION 1 TOTAL PRICE :  $599 CHEAPEST 
PRICE 
Includes FREE Laptop Bag provided by Phoenix 
College for all orders 
while stocks last.  
 
Payment methods available:  EFTPOS, CHEQUE, CASH 
or BPAY  
 
PAYMENT SHOULD BE FINALISED BEFORE 
COLLECTION OF LAPTOP. 
 
If you are having difficulties with payment options please 
do not hesitate to contact 
Ms Lorraine Hayes our Business Manager.  
 
Please email ICThelp@phoenix.vic.edu.au for any 
technical difficulties. 

STATE SCHOOLS RELIEF ASSISTANCE 
Winter uniform support for Prep students 
Apply for uniforms for your eligible Prep students in 
time for winter  All Prep students eligible for the Camps, 
Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) are automatically 
eligible to receive a winter uniform package. 
Families cannot apply directly to State Schools’ Relief. 
Applications on behalf of families must be made by your 
school. 
State Schools’ Relief will send uniform packages or 
vouchers directly to your school. 
If you have not completed a CSEF Prep Winter Warmer 
Uniform Package order form you can do so at the 
General Office on either campus.  The uniform package 
includes: 

 1 x tracksuit pants 

 1 x pair of shoes 
 
Assistance is available to other families : 
Families who are struggling with costs for school 
uniforms or shoes, but are ineligible for CSEF or have 
children in other year levels, may also be eligible to 
receive assistance from State Schools’ Relief. Please 
contact the General Office if you need assistance.  

mailto:ICThelp@phoenix.vic.edu.au

