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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

2018 is the year of Collaboration at Phoenix.  Collaboration is 
very much about how we as a school team work together to 
achieve improvement in each of our target areas: 

School Team:  

Teaching and Education Support Staff 
Students 
Parents and families 

2018 Target Areas: 

Optimising Learning growth (literacy and numeracy 
across all stages of education). 

Promoting student Wellbeing (continued focus on 
attendance, nurturing safe and responsible learners). 

Increasing student engagement (creating stimulating 
learning environments). 

We know that student learning increases when students and 
teachers work together to set Individualised Learning Plans  
(ILP’s). Traditionally ILP’s have been seen as the work  of 
primary schools. Because they are proven to be so valuable to 
student progress we have introduced them to secondary aged 
students.  Students have been working with their Pastoral 
Care teachers to develop their own ILP. We hope that the ILP 
will be a valuable starting point for students, parents and 
teachers in the first round of parent/teacher/student 
interviews. 

New in 2018 – Teacher Professional Practice Days 

From the commencement of the 2018 school year each 
teacher across Victoria is entitled to one Professional Practice 
Day per term. This is a day where teachers work at school on 
items such as preparation, planning and assessment. The 
College is  working carefully with teachers to ensure 
continuity of learning for students and minimal disruption to 
learning routines. 

Transition Grade 6 to Year 7 2019 

Transition processes for commencing Year 7 are different for 
the commencement of 2019. This year the student placement 
process will be managed by the primary school and the 
enrolling secondary school. The position of Placement Officer 
no longer exists. Information will be distributed to primary 
schools in the coming weeks. However if you have any 
questions at all please contact the General Office. 

College Council: 

Election of office bearers and ratification of members will 
occur at our AGM and will be able to be reported on in the 
next Newsletter. 

Student Activities: 

Much has been happening in our learning community and our 
students continue to impress us. 

Welcome BBQ and afternoon teas. 

Year 7 parent mornings – where parents were able to join 
their son or daughter for a morning of learning. 

Sport: A successful Head of the Lake campaign, Redan Campus 
Athletics and Sebastopol Campus Athletics, as well as the 
Sebastopol Campus Swimming Sports. 

Lions Youth of the Year: Sharon George represented the 
College at the zone finals of the Lions Youth of the Year. 

Stage 3 Building Update: Project Update 

Grades 5-6 Village: Internally the building is complete. We are 
now working on the landscaping and playground so that our 
students have the best of indoor and outdoor spaces. 

The technology building continues to be ahead of schedule, 
which is terrific news. 

Theatre and Gymnasiums: We are seeing the true scale of this 
wonderful building. In the coming weeks we expect to see the 
roof raised into place. This will occur in sections and will be a 
relatively quick process. 

 At Phoenix we stand by our values: 

Respect, Responsibility, Integrity, Cooperation and Excellence 

We expect that these guide all of our interactions between 
students, teachers and members of our community. Working 
in this way enables us to activate opportunities for your 
students. 

 
Mrs Karen Snibson 
Principal 



MIDDLE/SENIOR SCHOOL REPORT 
 
“Time goes faster as you get older!” 

I remember my Mum telling me that and me scoffing at what 

seemed to be a ludicrous statement. How could that possibly 

be true? Yet here we are – Week 7 of a 9-week term. Time 

certainly does seem to be moving at a cracking pace. 

Senior students are well into the rigour of VCE and VCAL with 

deadlines looming, SAC’s being completed and study 

modules being savoured as a chance to revise and keep up-to

-date. In week 6 Ross Huggard, a senior VCE English Assessor, 

attended the College to speak with students and parents 

about the English course, study skills and best practice for 

students and their families. Students can access a recorded 

version of this presentation from their English teacher. 

The Swimming Sports were held on a very bleak day! 

However, in true Phoenix spirit, students and staff made the 

best of trying circumstances and participated in a range of 

swimming, novelty and leisure events. Congratulations to 

Kiya Eberle, Ben Angow and colleagues for detailed 

preparation of the day. Thanks to staff and students for 

working together to make it a success. Athletics sports will 

take place on 14th March – good luck to all competitors – 

everyone who attends earns points for their House! 

Our Year 12 leaders have chosen to introduce a Mentor 

program with some Year 7 students. They met last week, ate 

some pizza, played some games and generally broke down 

some barriers between older and younger students so that 

school becomes an even more welcoming place. This great 

initiative, if successful, may become a tradition that all Year 

12’s and 7’s take part in. 

Year 9 and Year 12 students participated in Redan- Make a 

Change – a program funded by City of Ballarat to investigate 

ways of improving the sense of community in Redan. The 

feedback we received focused on the maturity and problem-

solving skills of our students. 

A small, but enthusiastic group of Year 7 parents were invited 

to attend the College for a brief catch-up and a visit to their 

students in the classroom. We spent some time being 

connected to COMPASS, discussing the challenges of starting 

Year 7 and seeing what the class environment is like. The 

success of this visit has ensured they will continue 

throughout the year. 

Immunisations and Photos, SWPBS – attendance and 

performance awards, rowing and Head of the Lake, learning, 

reading, and Inquiry Maths, F1 in Schools, Band Camp, Choir 

and excursions: I wonder why time seems to be moving 

quickly? 

 

Ms Angela Quinn 
Assistant Principal 

VET/VCAL REPORT 

 

With Term One well underway, students are to be 
congratulated on the mature approach they are taking 
towards their studies in VCAL/VET. It is appreciated and 
commendable when students are using their study 
modules wisely; communicating well with staff and 
peers; ensuring their attendance and work level is of the 
highest priority; and student collaboration is a focal 
point. 

Please ensure if students are attending appointments 
that they request and receive a certificate to eliminate 
any unapproved absences. 

With Parent/Teacher/Student Interviews upon us, the 
VCAL/VET team are looking forward to meeting with all 
families to ensure that optimum support and focus is 
achieved. Please check Compass regularly to ensure you 
are kept in the loop with assessment tasks and interview 
times.  

Students will be receiving information in the coming 
weeks regarding our VCAL English camp (to be held at 
the end of Term 3), stay tuned! 

Mrs Belinda Dwyer 

VCAL/VET Coordinator  



Business Manager Report 
SCHOOL PHOTOS 

MSP Photography has completed our school photos for 2018. 
Photograph packs will be sent home when they arrive at the 
College.  If you have queries about your family’s photographs, 
please contact MSP directly and they will help you. 

 

COMPASS ACCESS 

Please remember -  you need 
access to COMPASS to keep up 
with life at Phoenix. Each family 
has a unique login and password.   If you have difficulty logging 
on, or do not have your logon password, please do not hesitate 
to contact the General Office  5329 3293. 

 

Maintaining Family Details 

Some families have contacted us to let us know they have 
relocated or changed their contact numbers; thank you. Please 
remember if any of your family’s personal details have changed 
you need to let the General Office know so our records are 
correct and we are able to contact you in case of an emergency.     
If you have a new or recently changed email, please make sure 
you let us know so the monthly Newsletter and family accounts 
can be delivered via email. 

 

Family Accounts: 

Statements were sent out during the week, with the educational 
costs for 2018, including the cost for elective subjects.  These 
costs are related to the education of your child and should be 
paid at your earliest convenience.   

 

Camps, Sports and Excursions Funding 

The first round of CSEF Funding has arrived and receipted into 
eligible families accounts and allocated against appropriate 
costs.  Please remember these 
funds can only be used for Camps, 
Sports and Excursions and not for 
Core  Educational costs.   

When making payment, please 
check your statement for the TOTAL 
OUTSTANDING COSTS and not the 
final balance – which will have unallocated CSEF funding 
deducted from the total. Payment is now due. 

 

SET UP REGULAR PAYMENTS – a great way to get on top of your 
financial commitments and It makes payment of the costs much 
easier to manage if you are finding it more difficult to meet your 
obligations due to the changes to support funding. We are happy 
to receive regular weekly or fortnightly deposits into your family 
accounts. Centrepay or BPAY makes it easy; once it is set up the 
money is deposited directly into your family account and 
allocated to costs. Any overpayment is held as credit and will be 
used to pay for excursions or other costs which may arise 
throughout the year. 

 Thank you to the many families who have paid their 
accounts, or commenced Centrepay or BPAY payments 
directly into their account. If anyone would like to discuss 
their account, or have questions around setting up regular 
instalments, please do not hesitate to contact the College. I 
am available any time if you wish to discuss a payment 
process. It would be appreciated if you could please try to 
pay these accounts as soon as you can. 

 

LAPTOPS  - YEAR 7 

What a difference a Laptop makes !!   
How great is it to see almost all Year 7 
students with their own Laptop to help 
them in their classroom learning?  If 
you have not arranged purchase of a 
laptop for your child and you wish to 
order one or need to discuss a payment plan, please come 
and see me (Lorraine) in the General Office. 

Students in other year levels are also welcome to make the 
most of our great pricing and purchase a laptop - full cost 
$599.00 (Including free protective bag and a USB.) 

 

LOST PROPRERTY  - PLEASE NAME CLOTHING AND OTHER 
PROPERTY. 

We have an enormous amount of student personal property 
handed in as lost property each week.  Please make sure all 
belongings are clearly named. 

If your student has lost anything – please ensure they check 
lost property. All unclaimed items will be disposed of at the 
end of the term. 

VISITING THE COLLEGE—Please make sure you come directly 
to the General Office. 

 All visitors to the College need to register at the General 
Office upon arrival where the staff will assist you with your 
enquiry. 

CHANGES TO IMMUNISATION RULES : Statement of 
Immunisation Required. 

New DET regulations now make it mandatory for all 
government schools to have a copy of Statement of 
Immunisation on file for all new enrolments. (No other record 
of immunisation is acceptable.) 

We have requested that ALL families present a Statement of 
Immunisation as proof of immunisation prior to enrolment at 
Phoenix P-12 Community College. If you have not presented 
your child’s Immunisation Statement, please do so as soon as 
you can. 

School Council Meeting 
The Annual General Meeting of Council will be 
held on Monday, March 26th, 2018. This meeting 
will be held in the Conference Room of the 
Sebastopol Campus.  
 
Ms Lorraine Hayes 
Business Manager 



Intermediate Cricket 

On Monday, among the gentle swaying trees of 
Victoria Park, the intermediate cricket team played 
two games against Mount Rowan and Mount Clear. In 
the first game we struggled to control a swinging ball 
and gave away 27 runs in the first two overs as the 
Mount Rowan batsmen embraced their inner 
Greenidge and Haynes. The tide turned slightly with 
two wickets by Kyle Henderson and Jasper Chalmers 
but it didn’t stop the tsunami that followed. Mount 
Rowan compiled 113 in 15 overs with Jasper Chalmers 
the best bowler with 3 wickets. We started poorly and 
were 3 wickets down for 8 but we recovered thanks 
to a patient 27 by Saxon Brown, 19 by Kinglsey 
Prendergast and 17 by Kyle Henderson. But it wasn’t 
enough and we fell 13 runs short. The second game 
was a fantastic affair and if not for a contradictory 
scorecard could have been a draw instead of a one 
run loss. With everyone getting an equal go Liam 
Preston took two wickets, Will Page took two wickets 
and Connor Clarke one wicket. Left with 95 to draw 
we kept to our game 
plan and were 3 for 
21 in no time at all 
until Zakriya Rafiq, 
33 retired, and 
Kinglsey 
Prendergast, 
15,  decided to 
steady our ship. In a 
partnership 
reminiscent of Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers they 
danced around the pitch to put us within reach of an 
upset victory. With 15 needed off the last over Jasper 
Chalmers hit 13 off the first 5 balls but after a single 
left Kyle Henderson to score 2 off the last ball. While 
Kyle tried desperately, the Mount Clear  bowler was 
too good and we walked off satisfied but winless.  

Mr Andrew Greed 

WE ALL HAVE A VOICE 

Streets of New York crowded and pushy  
Still feel like a ghost that can’t be seen 
You beat me, you jump me, you throw me to the 
ground! 
You laugh at me and make fun of my mum! 
 
You’re worthless, you’re stupid, just go die!  
I hear it every day from you and your guys 
I run, I run, I run from the pain  
You make me walk to school with sweat around my 
collar 
Why don’t you say somethin’ nice when you holler? 
  
Ima walking back home, bruises on my arms  
Sadder then ever, I could just break their palms 
But no, I’m weak! They’ll come back at me 50x harder! 
Mum we need to have a talk. I’m being bullied, 
 They hurt me, they punch me every day  
I was scared but I know you can fix it! 
 
Thousands of teenagers take their lives yearly due to 
bullying. 
Don’t be a person to drive someone to that 
And always remember if you are being bullied you can 
always tell someone you trust….. 
We all have a voice…   
 

By Ryan Vogel 
Year 7 

LIBRARY BOOKS 

If your child has any books that 
were borrowed in 2017, please 
return them as soon as possible! 

Books are due after two weeks on 
the Redan campus, and four 
weeks on the Sebastopol campus. Did you know you can 
also return your books to the Ballarat Library?  

If you’re unsure whether your child has any books out, 
feel free to contact the Library on 5329 3293  or through 
the ‘Ask a Librarian’ section in the Learning Resource 
Centre tab on the Phoenix P-12 website. 

STATE SCHOOLS RELIEF ASSISTANCE 
Winter uniform support for Prep students 
Apply for uniforms for your eligible Prep students in time 
for winter  All Prep students eligible for the Camps, 
Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) are automatically 
eligible to receive a winter uniform package. 
Families cannot apply directly to State Schools’ Relief. 
Applications on behalf of families must be made by your 
school. 
State Schools’ Relief will send uniform packages or 
vouchers directly to your school. 
If you have not completed a CSEF Prep Winter Warmer 
Uniform Package order form you can do so at the 
General Office on either campus.  The uniform package 
includes: 

 1 x tracksuit pants 

 1 x pair of shoes 
Assistance is available to other families : 
Families who are struggling with costs for school 
uniforms or shoes, but are ineligible for CSEF or have 
children in other year levels, may also be eligible to 
receive assistance from State Schools’ Relief. Please 
contact the General Office if you need assistance.  





ARMY CADET RECRUIT INFORMATION NIGHTS A SUCCESS!! 

Over the last two weeks, Sebastopol Army Cadet Unit has had over 20 students and their fami-

lies turn up to find out more about joining Army Cadets.  During this time, students have met 

other cadets and adult leaders, learnt more about our program and were shown a range of 

skills during our open night including first aid, radio communications, running a command post,  

how hutchies (army tents) are set up and they even took a look at what cadets eat in ration 

packs! 

If there are any students at Phoenix P-12 Community College who are looking for a new interest or challenge, why not 

come down to cadets to find out more?  Cadets is a great way to make new friends. It is still not too late to join us for this 

year's intake.  The minimum age is 12, turning 13 in the same calendar year you enrol.   

In cadets we foster the values of courage, initiative, team work and respect.  Training areas include field craft, engineering, 

radios, first aid, drill, adventure training (rock climbing, abseiling and high ropes course to name a few), survival and more.  

Cadets have the opportunity to do promotion courses and lead junior cadets.  We go on many camps and have a week-

long camp in Puckapunyal each year.  Cadets also participate in many community service activities such as ANZAC Day, 

Remembrance Day, ANZAC Day Appeal and Red Shield Appeal for example.  

For more information visit:  www.armycadets.gov.au 



 

On Thursday 1st March, we took 43 kids down to the 
Eureka pool to compete against the other Ballarat 
schools and attempt to qualify for Region finals. Our 
students were legends – they raced hard, supported one 
another and filled empty events in order to gain points. 
Emily Lizzul and Amy Devereaux were absolute super 
stars managing our students and filling roles and all 
schools commented on how helpful and polite our 
students were all day. Doesn’t that make you proud?? 

We walked away with an abundance of ribbons, two age 
groups champions in Elizabeth Whitten-Bale and Riley 
Caldow and a relay team first to qualify for the next 
level. An inspired bunch of students lead by Riley 
Caldow and Kyle Begbie who have organised and run 
swim training for 5 weeks with staff support as an after 
school program. Can you tell I’m excited? 

PHOENIX KIDS ARE MADE OF GOLD!! 

Kiya Eberle 
Sports Coordinator 



Are you interested in playing NETBALL with a great 

club…?  

Mount Clear Junior Football Netball Club  

is looking for players of ALL ages.  

(Must be aged 9 before the start of the season in late 

April)  

Come & try Netball at the Mounties  

For further information contact  

Talitha Prendergast (Netball Co-ordinator)  

On 0438 009 344 or email on talithap7@gmail.com  

Training is starting next week & you are invited to join us 

for a fun session 

 

 U11 Netball Training start  -Wednesday 14.03.18   

  4.30pm – 5.30pm  

   U13 Netball Training start  -Thursday 15.03.18     

   5pm – 6pm  

  U15 Netball Training starts – Tuesday  13.03.18   

   4.30pm – 5.30pm 

Parents & 

Friends Club 
 

Can you believe that we’re already halfway through the 

first term!! The Parents & Friends Club has swung into 

action - welcoming new helpers, 

commencing $2 ice-cream sales on the 

Redan Campus, and planning the end-of-

term Easter Raffle. 

The continued work 
of the Parents & Friends Club 
provides invaluable support to the 
school. Last year’s efforts assisted 
in the purchase of sports and 
playground equipment, the kitchen 
garden fencing, and Lego for the 
Lego Club! We look forward to 
continuing to support our students 

through the purchase 
of fantastic resources like these that 
benefit all the children. 
Do you have an hour to spare on a 
Thursday or Friday this term to help sell 
$2 ice-creams to our Redan campus 

students? Simply apply for a Working with Children’s 
Check online  (www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au), 
then show your card to BJ in the Redan office, and let 
her know you’d like to help! 
Donations of goods from Phoenix families and Ballarat 

businesses are now being sought for our Easter Raffle! 

Training details are as  

follows: 

Seniors Tuesdays & Thursdays 6pm-7.30pm  

Juniors Tuesdays & Thursdays 4.30-6pm 

 at Marty Busch Reserve 

For more information-  Shawne Dummett 0408 

171964(Football Manager) 

   Leigh Hutchinson 0407 861960(Senior Coach)      

Darren Hammill 0408 102243(President) 

Juniors & UNDER 18's  Looking for a game of 

Footy???  

We Want You at The BURRA  

An exciting opportunity awaits at the Sebastopol 

FNC for 2018.  

Become involved in a well organised club where 

you can train and play at one of the best grounds 

in the region each week! 

http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our students presented two impromptu questions – 

“What does it mean to be rich?” “What is the 

importance of communication?” Sacha and Sharon 

spoke very well and also presented their prepared 

five minute speeches. 

Interviews were completed during the day and both 

students scored very well in this area. Schools 

participating included Ballarat High School and St. 

Patrick’s College. 

Sharon George has made it through to the next 

round and will be representing Sebastopol Lions 

Club and Phoenix P-12 Community College at the 

Zone Competition in a fortnight. 

Sharon and Sacha encompass our school values and 

should be commended on their efforts. If you or 

your child are interested in taking part in this 

program, public speaking and/or debating, please 

contact the General Office. 

Recently, two of our students (Sacha Ekberg and Sharon 

George) participated in the first round of the Lions Youth Of 

The Year.  

The Program is a project of the Lions Clubs of Australia and 

Papua New Guinea to select outstanding youths to be 

ambassadors for their country and travel overseas under the 

Auspices of Lions Club International. 

It aims to foster, encourage and develop Leadership and other 

citizenship qualities in youth when they are about to enter 

careers or higher education. Whereas Academic attainments 

are important, the qualities that are reviewed are centred in 

Leadership, Personality, General Knowledge and National 

Affairs, Sportsmanship, Citizen and Cultural Interest and Public 

Speaking. 

It aims to encourage entrants to think in an intelligent and 

reasonable way, meet in fellowship with fellow contestants, 

meet prominent citizens of the community and learn 





Community Ambassador Program 

Basketball Ballarat is excited to extend its Community Ambassador Program to Phoenix College in 2018.   

This community program is offered in partnership with the City of Ballarat and has been in operation for the past five years. 
Our goal is to provide role models to the College to be managed and supervised by the College to make a difference in the 
community that we hope will have a significant and long lasting impact.  

 

Through this partnership program we will fund and resource athletes to the College who will focus on supporting students in 
programs focusing around healthy living and sports programs. The program will also offer practical advice from our athletes on 
diet and life skills development. 
We have joined with Showbiz Cinemas and the Delacombe Town Centre to arrange for our athletes to be able to provide a Sixth 
Player Award each week in Terms 2 & 3 for the student whose engagement with their class and teachers demonstrates the 
values we are seeking to promote. 

Their Certificate will say - Congratulations on being selected to be the “Sixth Player” this week. 
The Sixth Player in a Basketball team is one of high importance. They provide courage, resilience and intensity. 
They can be the Game Changer! And this week, it’s you. 
Well done on being put into the game, and making the positive change that others may have failed to implement.  
Great Work! 
Congratulations to our Sixth Player! 

 

Our Community Ambassadors for 2018 will be joining you shortly and look forward to 
meeting you. 
We look forward to working with all staff and students from Term 2. 

Peter Eddy 

Chief Executive Officer 
Ballarat Basketball Association 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports for Schools Program! 
 

We’re excited to announce that the Coles Sports for 
Schools program is back for 2018 and Phoenix P-12 
Community College has been invited to join!  

 

What is it?  

The program gives schools across Australia the 
opportunity to earn sports gear just by collecting 
vouchers from Coles. Through Sports for Schools, Coles 
has supplied over $20 million worth of sports gear to 
over 7,500 schools across Australia and are still trying to 
give more! 

With the help of you and our community, we are hoping 
to collect over 1,000 vouchers to earn our school as 
much high quality sports equipment as we can!  

 

How can I help? 

Simply by shopping at Coles supermarkets! Every time 
you spend $10 at Coles you earn one voucher for our 
school. This is both in-store and online!  

 

Where do I take the vouchers? 

These vouchers can be dropped off at the General Office 
(Secondary Campus) in the Sports for School box located 
in the foyer, or at the Coles Sebastopol store on Albert 
Street.  

 

How long does it run for? 

This program runs for 8 weeks and has already started! 
So please start shopping and collecting. The more we 
collect the more sports gear our school will receive! 

 

Our goal is to ensure that all 2018 Year 7 students 
can start the year fully prepared with their laptop. 

 
IF YOU HAVE NOT ORDERED YOUR 

LAPTOP PLEASE COME TO THE GENERAL 
OFFICE TO COMPLETE THE ORDER 

FORM AND ARRANGE PAYMENT. 
 

OPTION 1 TOTAL PRICE :  $599 CHEAPEST 
PRICE 

Includes FREE Laptop Bag provided by 
Phoenix College for all orders 

while stocks last.  
 

Payment methods available:  EFTPOS, CHEQUE, 
CASH or BPAY  

 
PAYMENT SHOULD BE FINALISED 
BEFORE COLLECTION OF LAPTOP. 

 
If you are having difficulties with payment options 

please do not hesitate to contact 
Ms Lorraine Hayes our Business Manager.  

 
Please email ICThelp@phoenix.vic.edu.au for any 

technical difficulties. 

Camps, Sports and 

Excursion Fund 

 

CSEF Forms are available at the General 

Office. To be Eligible for this payment you 

need a Health Care Card/Pension Card. 

 

$125 for Primary school students – which is 

allocated to the student’s school account. 
 

$225 for Secondary school students – which 

is allocated to the student’s school account.  
 

Please apply as soon as possible.  

mailto:ICThelp@phoenix.vic.edu.au


2018 CALENDAR 
 
 

 

March 

26th Annual School Council Meeting 

26th School Council & Finance 

28th Parent/Teacher/Student 

Interviews (4pm—7pm) 

29th Parent/Teacher/Student 

Interviews (9am—2.30pm) No Formal 

Classes 

29th  End of Term 1 

30th Good Friday (Public Holiday) 

 

 

 

 

April 

16th Term 2 Begins 

25th ANZAC Day Public Holiday 

 

Phoenix P-12 Community College 

PO Box 49 Sebastopol VIC 3356 

P: 03) 5329 3293   F: 03) 5335 7582 

phoenix.p12.cc@edumail.vic.gov.au 


