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Ongoing Improvement 

Phoenix students are amongst the most capable in the 

State. Each year we develop a plan that is designed to 

ensure that our students achieve their best. Earlier this 

year I posted home to every family a copy of our Annual 

Implementation Plan. This plan shows our key ambition 

is to ensure that every child makes progress in terms of 

their learning growth, learning engagement and personal 

and collective wellbeing. 
 

As a school we need to know whether we are making 

progress against these targets and so it is imperative that 

we collect data at key times across the year; for students 

this can come in the form of assessments.  We know that 

for some students assessments can be stressful. We 

want all students to achieve their best and so we work 

with our students to ensure that they are ready and to 

see that assessments are nothing to be afraid of, rather a 

measure of progress.  

 

Working Together: Phoenix values are an 

expectation for all members of our community. 

Respect Responsibility Integrity Cooperation and 

Excellence 

Our values are the basis of interactions between 

students, teachers and members of our community. 

Working in this way enables us to activate opportunities 

for your students. 

 

Transition Grade 6 to Year 7– Reminder that there 

is a change in process for 2019. 

Please remember the process has changed this year. If 

you have questions please contact the College. 

 

Mrs Karen Snibson 

Principal 

 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

ANZAC Day Services: 

I am always proud to be the Principal of Phoenix P-12 

Community College. We have fantastic students and a 

terrific staff. Our participation in the ANZAC Day Services 

reinforced the deep sense of pride and respect I have in 

our students. Our school-based services were the most 

respectful tribute in the history of our school. Our 

students’ representation at the services across Ballarat 

sent a very respectful message about Phoenix students 

making a contribution to their community. 

Student Attendance: Introducing Club 95 

In the first weeks of term, we celebrated those students 

who have achieved our 95% attendance target in Term 1. 

It’s amazing to see so far this year almost 500 students 

met this target. Students were awarded a T1 badge and 

were invited to an attendance celebration. Club 95 

recipients will be awarded in each term moving forward. 

 



MIDDLE/SENIOR SCHOOL REPORT 

When the going gets tough… the Phoenix kids get going! 

As the summer seems to be fading into a distant 

memory, the month of May sees our students sharpen 

their skills as they continue to show commitment to 

seizing every opportunity that they are presented with.  
 

NAPLAN 

Students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 have been busily 

preparing for NAPLAN, a measure that we use to show 

growth and help teachers evaluate how effective our 

programs have been. All teachers at Phoenix are on a 

constant learning journey and take part in regular 

collaborative meetings known as ‘Professional Learning 

Communities’. These ‘PLCs’ enable us to learn from and 

with each other so that we can better meet the needs of 

your child. So far this year, we have focused on teaching 

strategies that research shows have the greatest impact 

on student achievement. Our teachers from Prep to Year 

12 work together to plan lessons, observe each other 

teach and use data to find out the most effective way to 

help your child learn. As we continue to do this 

throughout 2018, we would welcome any parent or 

carer who would be prepared to be involved in shaping 

future teaching and learning at Phoenix P-12 Community 

College. If you are interested in making a difference, 

please contact the General Office with your details.  
 

National Youth Science Forum 

As always, our students continue to be great 

ambassadors for our College. The start of May saw Year 

12 students Heath Sewell and Joel Dyer recognised by 

the Rotary Club for their involvement in the National 

Youth Science Forum which was held in Canberra. Heath 

and Joel were sponsored to attend and they were given 

the chance to mix with the sharpest scientific minds in 

the country to stretch their current skills and widen their 

future horizons. Both Heath and Joel spoke about how 

this experience has been life-changing and thanked the 

Rotary Club for their support. The applications for the 

2019 National Youth Science Forum are now open and 

we will certainly be applying on behalf of our current 

Year 11 students so that they get to access the same 

opportunities. 
 

The Mentor Program 

The Mentor Program in the Senior School continues to 

provide critical support for our students who are 

navigating their way through the most important year of 

their lives. The Student Leadership group organised an 

appreciation lunch for their mentors to thank them for 

the encouragement that they give them on a daily basis. 

It was really uplifting to see staff and students breaking 

bread together and it underlined how much we 

recognise the importance of positive relationships at 

Phoenix P-12 Community College. In order to ensure that 

we can provide timely support and intervention for all 

students, we are in the process of moving towards 

continuous reporting so that parents and carers can see 

their child’s results and monitor their growth. This will 

eventually involve all students and currently has every 

Unit 3/4 result on COMPASS for parents or carers to 

access. Parents or carers of senior students are to keep 

their eyes on COMPASS as there will be opportunities for 

them to be part of the support program we have in place 

for our Year 11 and 12 students in the coming weeks.  

For our students in waiting, there has been a series of 

‘Try-A-Subject’ evenings that continue to prove to be 

popular with our class of 2019. Each Monday evening, a 

different curriculum team provide a chance for Grade 6 

students to learn new skills and meet new friends in a 

fun learning environment. We anticipate that the 

upcoming sessions will be well attended so please 

contact the General Office if you are interested. 

So whilst the weather might be cooling,  Phoenix P-12 

Community College is just warming up for what looks to 

be another amazing year in our journey. 
 

Mr Stephan Fields 

Assistant Principal 

 

VET/VCAL REPORT 
Welcome back to Term 2! With a busy timetable ahead it 

is important that we are consolidating our expectations 

around accountability and commitment to our studies 

inside and outside the classroom. Attendance is crucial 

and students need to ensure they are regularly 

consulting COMPASS to maintain the level of work 

submission required in order to obtain their VCAL/VET 

certificate. Students are encouraged to communicate 

with their teachers and families regarding their goals. 

I would like to congratulate the following students who 

received awards last term based on the outstanding 

achievements they made in the school community:  

Alisha Doyle, Tylar Williams, Madison Renton, Shelby 

Newman, Jemma Scanlon, Ruby Stevens and Manning 

Worsley. A letter containing valuable information about 

the VCAL English Camp (to be held in Term 3) will be 

distributed to the students in the coming weeks. 
 

Mrs Belinda Dwyer 

VCAL/VET Coordinator 



FROM THE BUSINESS MANAGER                   

 

COMPASS LOGIN 

All families have an individual COMPASS LOGIN 

code. If you cannot access COMPASS you are 

missing out on the information you need to follow 

what is happening at the College, and how your 

child is going at school. Please contact the General 

Office and the staff will be able to supply you with 

your COMPASS access password. 

 

MAINTAINING FAMILY DETAILS - Thank you 

for the updates we are receiving through 

COMPASS. 

Please remember to keep the data updated if any 

of your family’s personal details have changed. 

If you cannot update information on COMPASS you 

need to let the General Office know (5329 3293) so 

our records are correct and we are able to contact 

you in case of an emergency. 

 

NEED UNIFORM - Jackets/Jumpers? 

Do not forget to check the Sustainable School Shop  

at http://www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au/  if 

you are looking for additional College Uniform or 

wish to sell. 

Many families are using this website to buy and sell  

and it is a great way to find second hand uniform 

for your family. 

 

PLEASE MAKE SURE ALL ITEMS OF CLOTHING and 

other belongings are  CLEARLY NAMED. 

 

We continually have jumpers and jackets handed 

in without names so cannot return them. 

 

 

EMAIL ADDRESSES 

We have a number of families without email 

addresses in our database. 
 

If you have a new email or changed 

your email it is really important to let 

us know as a lot of our information is 

currently emailed directly to families, 

including financial statements.  

 

FAMILY ACCOUNTS 

Statements will be sent again shortly to keep you 

updated with your account balance. Payment 

would be appreciated please.  It is much easier to 

make payments as the charges go onto the 

account, and then at the end of the year you do not 

have a huge account to cover. Regular payments 

are a great way to manage your family’s 

educational costs. 
 

BPAY puts the money directly into your account and 

it can be there ready  for additional excursion costs.  

Your BPAY codes are on the bottom of your 

statements. Please pop in and see us if you need 

assistance to set this up. 

  

Ms Lorraine Hayes 

Business Manager 

http://www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au/


Youth Speaking Competition 
On Sunday, 29th April,  Sebastian Allen competed in the 
Rostrum Youth Speaking Competition, held at Ballarat High 
School. He went straight through the heats and came up 
against some fierce competition in the semi-finals. He was 
required to present his six minute prepared speech (Proud 
to be Different) and a three minute impromptu speech 
(True Grit). 

He spoke very well and Phoenix P-12 Community College 
was on par with Loreto College and Ballarat Grammar. 
While Loreto College succeeded in making it through these 
semi-finals, Sebastian enjoyed the experience and was 
appreciative of some constructive critique and should be 
congratulated on his efforts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also, the DAV Competition kicked off last Wednesday 
evening – held at Ballarat High School. We have two teams 
representing Phoenix P-12 Community College this year. 

Our all boy team: Sebastian Allen, Xander Doyle and 
William Innella (The Olympics should include non-sporting 
events – Negative). 

Our all girl team: Kelsey Madden, Tazmin Forrest and 
Isabella Kay (The use of fossil-fuelled cars should be 
abolished by 2025 – Positive). 

Please wish our teams well in their endeavours. 

We also have a much bigger cohort of debating teams 
heading into South Street Competition later this year. 
Something to get excited about! 

On Wednesday 2nd May, the Phoenix Debating team were 
scheduled to have our first debates for 2018.  It was an 
eventful evening for all involved. 

DAV Competition 
Our boys kicked off against Ballarat High School. The 
automatic lights logged off several times throughout this 
debate. For some this would announce downfall but in 
true Phoenix style, Xander Doyle continued to read his 
speech. He must have a strong diet of carrots to see in 
the dark when no one else could! 

William Innella discovered that there is a reason why 
speeches should be written on cards instead of strips of 
paper. His speech fell like snow around him half way 
through his speech. It was with great courage that he 
gathered his notes and began again as if nothing had 
happened. Others would have given up and run for the 
door. The applause for his speech was the loudest and 
well deserved. 

Sebastian Allen brought us home strong with style and 
his skills of rebuttal show great promise. The boys were 
narrowly defeated by two points, a true credit to them 
seeing as they are in Year 8 and are competing in the 
Year 9/10 level. Please congratulate them on their 
efforts – their potential is enormous. 

Our girls, Kelsey Madden, Isabella Kay and late edition 
Sasha Baker were all set to verse St. Patrick’s College but 
the boys were a late forfeit which means Phoenix heads 
straight up to the top of the leader board. 

Well done to both teams on their efforts…truly a 
reflection of Phoenix values. 

And I’m eternally grateful that I can stop thinking about 
expanding the Olympics to non-sporting events and if 
there should be a ban on fossil-fuelled cars by 2025. 

Ms Jade Browning 
Public Speaking Coordinator 



On May 2nd – 4th, 18 of the student leaders from Years 9 and 10 ventured to the Anglesea YMCA 
Camp to test and develop their leadership skills for the Annual High Challenge Leadership Camp.  
 
 

The students were challenged both physically and mentally in a variety of activities including high 
ropes, bay snorkelling and team initiatives. During camp, students were able to identify areas for self 
improvement, give and receive feedback as well as developing their ability to stretch their comfort 
zones and become more innovative. Big thanks to Miss Kiya Eberle (Sport Coordinator) and Mr Des 
Hudson (Police Community Liason Officer) for volunteering their time to make the camp an 
enjoyable and beneficial one for everyone.  
 
 

Mr Drew Layton 
Leadership Coordinator 



 

On Wednesday 18th April, Riley Caldow competed 

at the State Schools Swimming Carnival in 50m 

backstroke. He was our only student to qualify for 

the State titles and it was his third consecutive 

appearance at the State level. Riley swam 

exceptionally well, narrowly missing out on a 

personal best and to top of an exciting day, he was 

able to meet elite Australian swimmer Mack 

Horton! A huge congratulations on your efforts 

Riley – we are all very proud! 

 

 

On 19th April, thirteen of our Year 9 girls attended a 

hands-on event at FedUni TAFE to discover why 

trades need women.  The girls had the opportunity 

to try their hand at a range of trades, including 

bricklaying, automotive, carpentry, painting and 

decorating, plumbing and welding, before being 

treated to a barbeque lunch.   

They also had the chance to talk to industry 

representatives and apprenticeship providers as 

well as bring home a range of freebies and goodies. 

The Minister for Training & Skills, Gayle Tierney, 

was in attendance as was at the Vice Chancellor of 

Federation University, Professor Helen Bartlett.  

  

Our Phoenix girls impressed everyone with their 

skills, enthusiasm and willingness to have a go. 



Pirates of Penzance 
The production is well underway with students in the band 

working hard to learn the music and the cast busy rehearsing 

each song and dance. 

It is great to see the level of focus and commitment to this 

production this year. The students are really putting in their 

all to bring the show to life and we are incredibly impressed 

with each and every one of them. 

Each week the class are working hard to master their lines, 

their lyrics and the dance moves while working cooperatively 

as a team. As we work hard on the show, backstage props 

and costumes are beginning to arrive and be sourced that will 

help elevate the show and allow the students to bring their 

characters to life. 

This year the production will be out at Federation University 

Founders Theatre with three performances (two evening and 

one matinee) on Friday 20th July and Saturday 21st July.   

Stay tuned for more information regarding tickets. 



Our students enjoyed the challenge of learning and 

working together with peers from other schools and 

adult musicians. They also realised there are community 

bands close and from afar and not to pop their trumpet 

under the bed after leaving school for dust to collect. It 

was terrific to see past students of Phoenix P-12 

Community College being involved in the local bands. 
 

Another highlight, although not in music terms, was the 

amount of pizza consumed. There would have been at 

least 50 large ones devoured in a short time! 
 

Mr John Netherway 

Music Director 

Sebastopol ANZAC Day Ceremony  
It was a warm, still morning at the Sebastopol Cenotaph. 

The Phoenix P-12 Community College Band launched pro-

ceedings with incidental music while the crowd was grow-

ing for the much anticipated march. The students played 

beautifully. The Parade marched to tunes of ‘Groovin’ Ma-

tilda’ and ‘The Dam Busters March’. It was terrific to see 

hundreds of people at the parade and ceremony. What a 

wonderful community we live in. 

Mr John Netherway 

Music Director 

The Big 5 Mega 

Band Concert 

Our annual Big 5 Concert ended up being the Big 5 plus 

one with Ballarat Secondary College joining Phoenix P-12 

Community College, Ballarat High School, Mount Clear 

College, Ballarat Memorial Band and Haddon Concert 

Band. 

 

This was an awesome collaborative event with the 

participants having to rehearse five charts on the 

evening before the concert. The Mega Band had around 

70 members. The sound was huge and surprisingly well 

balanced even though close to 25% are saxophonists. 

 

The audience was thrilled to hear ‘Raiders March’, ‘The 

Incredibles Theme’, ‘Overture Espanola’ (a vibrant piece 

of music with bright brassy sounds and sedate dulcet 

tones from the woodwinds), Hans Zimmer - Collection of 

Movie Hits and Flash Back from the Eighties. 

 



 

Try-A-Subject! 
Our first Try-a-Subject for 2018 began on Monday 30th April, where Grade 6 students from local primary 

schools are welcome to come and gain a ‘hands-on’ experience in a variety of secondary school subjects. 

Monday’s session was Technology based, where students signed up for either Cooking, Metals or Woodwork. 

Phoenix College welcomed 53 enthusiastic Grade 6 students to the afternoon, where they engaged in baking 

delicious scones with jam and cream in Cooking, created a personalised keyring and Lurch character in 

Metals, as well as building either a toolbox or bird feeder in Woodwork. The students’ smiles were infectious, 

many making new friends in the first afternoon session. The proud moment when their product was complete 

and they went to show their loved ones was something special. 

In the coming weeks Phoenix P-12 Community 
College will host the following Try-A-Subject 

afternoons: 
 

Monday 21st May 4:00pm-5:00pm 
Choose from Performing Arts or Visual Arts 

 
Monday 28th May 4:00pm-5:30pm 

Choose from F1 in Schools or H.A.P.E (Health and 
Physical Education)  

 
Where: Phoenix P-12 Community College 

(Community Hub) Tuppen Drive, Sebastopol, 
Vic 3356. 

 
RSVP: Kelli Zaal via email- zaal.kelli.m@edumail.vic.gov.au as soon as possible. 

 
Note: Numbers are strictly limited. Please disclose your preference for specific subjects. Appropriate 

clothing and footwear is required. 
 

“In Knowledge There Is Opportunity” 

mailto:zaal.kelli.m@edumail.vic.gov.au


Year 10 Work Experience Update 
Term 2 is a busy time for Year 10 Work Experience, with Albion students scheduled for May 

21st-25th and Cornish students scheduled for June 4th-8th. 

All students (15 years and over) are eligible for Work Experience and are invited to organise 

their placement now.   

Please see Terri in the Careers Centre for further details. 

Perfect Attendance Breakfast 
On Tuesday 1st May we held a free breakfast for all stu-
dents who achieved perfect attendance for Term 1. 
These students worked hard during the term to ensure 
they maintained their 95% + attendance average. Well 
done to these students. Thank you very much to all staff 
and students who helped prepare and serve breakfast. I 
encourage all students to keep up the fantastic effort.  



 

 

 

The Senior Boys Football Team played St Philips College (a school from the Northern Territory) today and were able to 
get their first win for the year! The team were well behaved and showed great teamwork throughout. Both teams 
gathered to take a photo after the match. Match details below: 

Phoenix College                9.7          61 

St Philips College              4.13        37 

Best: James Spicer, Logan Hayles, Nathan Achison, Lawson Prendergast, Mitchell Hodder, Xagai Douhadji.  

Goals: James Spicer (4), Benjamin Tuovinen (2), Mitchell Hodder (1), Lawson Prendergast (1), Logan Hayles (1).  

The Senior Boys Football team also takes part in the BAS 2nd XVIII competition on Tuesday nights. Below is the 
schedule for those who would like to come along and support the team. 
 

Tuesday May 8th 4pm – vs St Pats White 
(At St Patrick’s College) 

 

Tuesday May 15th 4pm – vs St Pats Green 
(At Ballarat High School) 

 

Tuesday May 22nd 4pm – vs St Pats Blue 
(At St Patrick’s College) 

 

Tuesday May 29th 4pm – vs Clarendon College 
(At Ballarat and Clarendon College) 

 

Tuesday June 5th 4pm – vs Ballarat Grammar 
(Marty Busch Reserve, 2nd oval) 

 

Tuesday June 12th 4pm – vs St Pats White 
   (St Patrick’s College) 

Exchange Program Scholarship 
It’s a pretty great time of the year; we’ve announced the details of WEP’s 2019 exchange program scholarships! 

Scholarships are a fantastic way to save some $ on the adventure of a lifetime. It’s money you can put towards gelato 

(Italy), snow boots (Canada), burgers (USA), night-vision goggles (Norway), a beret (France), etc. etc.! 

There are four scholarships available! All require you to submit a video, be creative and think outside the box! Here are 

the basics: 
 

There’s A Whole World Out There Scholarship 
2 x scholarships available each worth $2,000 

Available for year programs departing between January-March, 2019 

Open to students currently in Years 9-12 in QLD and 9-11 in VIC/NSW 

Deadline is midnight April 29, 2018 

More info at https://wep.org.au/wep-scholarships-now-open/  

If Not Now, When? Scholarship 
2 x scholarships available each worth $1,000 

Available for semester and year programs departing between July-September, 2019 

Open to students currently in Years 9-11 in QLD/VIC/NSW. 

Deadline is midnight October 14, 2018 

More info https://wep.org.au/wep-scholarships-now-open/ 

Don’t forget to read the description of each scholarship carefully to make sure you qualify. 

Please note, you can submit your scholarship video before you apply for an exchange. 

Good luck! 

https://wep.org.au/scholarships-and-specials/
https://wep.org.au/country/italy/
https://wep.org.au/country/canada/
https://wep.org.au/country/united-states/
https://wep.org.au/country/norway/
https://wep.org.au/country/france/


Mikayla Hogg have been offered an amazing opportunity to 

compete for Australia by participating in the Russian Friendship 
Games this year! 

To be able to compete in the games she will be training in 
Germany for a week and then flying to Russia  to compete from 
31st July - 5th August.  

In order for this to happen she will need some financial assistance 
as it is quite an expensive trip, and won’t be possible without 
donations and sponsorships to help out! 

Please visit her GoFundMe page if you would like to contribute. 

https://www.gofundme.com/germany-amp-russia 

If you see her please congratulate her! 

 

 

 

 

Inspiring people through education and 

adventure, releasing them to pursue 

their dreams  

Due to overwhelming demand, 

another "Helping Good Boys Become GREAT 

Men" talk has been scheduled for later this 

month, this time on a Sunday afternoon 

making it easier for people to attend.  It is 

also an extended format with some 

additional info and question time.  Early Bird 

ticket sale finished this Monday 7th May. 

 

Some other events are also listed below. 

 

What: Taking Life by 
the Throat 
When: Sunday 6th 
May 2018 
Who: Adults and Students 
Year 10 and up  

 

 

What: Helping Good 
Boys Become GREAT 
Men 
When: Sunday 27th 
May 2018 
Who: Parents, 
Grandparents or those 
working with young 
people  

 

What: Identify You 

When: Saturday 16th and 

Sunday 17th June 2018 

Who: Adults  

 

 

What: Equipping Boys 

Camp 

When: Friday 14th -

 Sunday 16th 

September 2018 

Who: Grade 5 to Year 8 

boys and Dad or male mentor  

For more information Visit:  https://

travmunro.com/ 





2018 CALENDAR 
 

May 

22nd  Eureka Cross Country 

23rd  Willie Green Presentation 

  - Year 7 Classes 

27th  Annual Ballarat Choral Festival 

  (St. Patrick’s Cathedral)  

28th-6th  Academic Achievers Camp 

28th  Solo Music Performance Week 

31st  FedUni Discovery Day - 

  Year  10 Compulsory Excursion 

June 

1st  Student Free Day (Prep –  

  Year 10) 

6th   Year 10 Vaccinations 

11th   Queen’s Birthday Public   

  Holiday - Student Free Day 

15th   Report Writing Day  

  - Student Free Day 

18th  Semester 2 Begins 

22nd  Rowing Parent Information  

  Evening  

23rd  Debutante Ball 

25th   Horsham Mega Music Day 

29th   End of Term 

Phoenix P-12 Community College 

PO Box 49 Sebastopol VIC 3356 

P: 03) 5329 3293   F: 03) 5335 7582 

phoenix.p12.cc@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

Our goal is to ensure that all 2018 Year 7 students can 
start the year fully prepared with their laptop. 
 
IF YOU HAVE NOT ORDERED YOUR LAPTOP 
PLEASE COME TO THE GENERAL OFFICE TO 
COMPLETE THE ORDER FORM AND ARRANGE 
PAYMENT. 
 
OPTION 1 TOTAL PRICE :  $599 CHEAPEST 
PRICE 
Includes FREE Laptop Bag provided by Phoenix 
College for all orders 
while stocks last.  
 
Payment methods available:  EFTPOS, CHEQUE, CASH 
or BPAY  
 
PAYMENT SHOULD BE FINALISED BEFORE 
COLLECTION OF LAPTOP. 
 
If you are having difficulties with payment options please 
do not hesitate to contact 
Ms Lorraine Hayes our Business Manager.  
 
Please email ICThelp@phoenix.vic.edu.au for any 
technical difficulties. 

mailto:ICThelp@phoenix.vic.edu.au

