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Subject Selection 2019 
 

Learning Areas 

 English 

 Health and Physical Education 

 Humanities 

 LOTE 

 Mathematics 

 The Arts 

 Science 

 Technology & Design 

 Visual Arts 

 Applied Learning 

 

The following Information Sessions will be run to assist with Subject Selection.    

 

Year Level Assemblies during PCG 

Students will be informed about the possible choices they can make entering Year 9. 

 

Information Session for Students 

Subject Selection sheets will be distributed to all students. These will be completed during PCG and confirmed by a 
parent/guardian. 

 

Individual Student Progress Check / Pathway Interviews 

Students are encouraged to make meeting times with their Teachers in order to receive advice and support when making 
decisions on what subjects are required for future year levels, careers, university/TAFE courses and employment.  

 

Subject Confirmation Stage (Term 4) 

Students’ courses will be confirmed and finalised. Booklists will be distributed. 

When the information is tallied, it will tell us how many students wish to study a subject. 

On the basis of these figures, some subjects will run the following year and some will not. If a student’s first choice does not run, 
his or her next choice will be promoted to first preference. 

If there is a timetable clash or a student’s preferred subject is not available then students who cannot be provided with their 
preferred choices will be individually counselled and assisted to make the best possible choice from the remaining subjects. 

  

http://www.phoenix.vic.edu.au/english/
http://www.phoenix.vic.edu.au/hape/
http://www.phoenix.vic.edu.au/humanities/
http://www.phoenix.vic.edu.au/german/
http://www.phoenix.vic.edu.au/mathematics/
http://www.phoenix.vic.edu.au/performing-arts/
http://www.phoenix.vic.edu.au/science/
http://www.phoenix.vic.edu.au/technology/
http://www.phoenix.vic.edu.au/visual-arts/
http://www.phoenix.vic.edu.au/applied-learning/
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Year 9 
Student learning horizons are broadened in Year 9 to include the first opportunity to experience an applied learning module, 

known as Phoenix Connect. Students will undertake Phoenix Connect for one semester. Pastoral Care encompasses learning to 

help students map a pathway to the career of their choice. 

 

 

Subject 

English 

Mathematics 

Humanities 

Science 

H.A.P.E 

L.O.T.E 

The Arts 

Digital Technology/  Technology and Design 

Phoenix Connect** 

Pastoral Care 

 

** For the semester students are involved in Phoenix Connect, it encompasses two subjects. 
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English 

English Learning Activities 

Students will explore a range of texts, including multimodal texts, novels, short stories and poetry. They will write analytical essays, 
personal and argumentative responses and give spoken presentations. Grammar, spelling and punctuation will be embedded into 
reading and writing activities. Class work will involve a range of individual and group-based activities. 

English 

Year 9 English will continue to develop independent readers and writers. Students will read and write for a range of 
purposes. They will study and experiment with text of varying genres. Discussion and substantive talk will assist with 
creating written responses. 

Course Structure: 

A consistent curriculum will be provided for all Year 9 students. 

Assessed Tasks:  

Written responses, Reading Journals, speaking and listening tasks. 
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Health and Physical Education (H.A.P.E.) 
In Physical Education students participate in a range of physical activities including individual and non-competitive activity through 
to competitive team games. Students develop their individual motor skills and tactical knowledge to improve individual and team 
performance. Students’ progress from basic motor skills to complex movement patterns. In Health students increase their 
knowledge of mental health, drug education, sexual health and nutrition to make informed choices about their individual 
behaviour. Health and Physical Education promotes lifelong participation in physical activity through the development of motor 
skills and health-related physical fitness and knowledge. 

Subjects offered at each level: 
Year 9 

General Health and PE 

Strength & Conditioning* 

Mind, Body and Soul* 

Outdoor Adventure  

Specialist Basketball* 

*Extension Unit 

 

Subject Selection and Progression Rules: 

In order to obtain an “S”, students must: 

 Attend regularly 

 Hand in the set work tasks to a satisfactory standard 

 Bring their College PE uniform and runners 

 Contribute and cooperate in practical and theory classes 

General Health and PE 

 
Year 9 General Health and PE is suited to students who want to experience a range of recreational sports and enhance 
their fitness. Students will participate in a swimming program in either Semester 1 or 2. 

Course Structure: 

Students develop leadership skills and actively involve themselves in both team and individual sporting pursuits. 
Students participate in a range of active sports that include: Swimming, Badminton, NFL, Footy Codes, Dance, 
Racquetball, Korfball, Basketball and Cycling. Students learn to increase their knowledge of a variety of relevant 
health aspects so that they can make informed choices about their individual behaviour. 

Assessed Tasks: 

Physical skills, contribution and cooperation in practical classes, health tests/health folio. 

Leads into: Any HAPE Year 10 subject 

Subject Cost: Semester 1: $30.00 swimming program  OR 
Semester 2: $30.00 swimming program   

 

 

http://www.phoenix.vic.edu.au/hape/#BSC9?
http://www.phoenix.vic.edu.au/hape/#GMB9?
http://www.phoenix.vic.edu.au/hape/#OAD9?
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Strength & Conditioning (Extension Unit) 

 
Boys’ Strength & Conditioning (Extension Unit) Year 9 is suited to students who want to develop the skills to measure 
their own fitness and physical activity and monitor improvement of various fitness components. 

Course Structure: 

Students learn how to create and assess a personal training program that will suit their needs. They participate in 
weight and cardiovascular training and assess the effectiveness. Some of the activities students participate in include: 
Boot Camp, Aerobic Training Sessions, Weight Training, Aerobic Circuit and Spin Classes. Students also investigate 
health aspects including: Nutrition, Mental Health, Sex Education and Drug Education. 

Assessed Tasks: 

Weight training program, participation in practical classes, health tests/assignments. 

Leads into: Any HAPE Year 10 subject 

Subject Cost: $50.00 to cover excursions to various local fitness centres and sporting facilities 

Mind, Body & Soul (Extension Unit) 

 
Mind, Body and Soul (Extension Unit) Year 9 is suited to students who want to gain an understanding of how to assess 
and improve their fitness, health and wellbeing. 

Course Structure: 

Students learn through participation how to develop a circuit training program and assess its effectiveness. This 
subject explores a variety of fitness options. Activities include: Aquatic Fitness, Weights, Spin/Cycle, Self Defence, 
Dance Varieties, Yoga, Meditation. Students complete a health component that focuses on making healthy choices 
and applying harm minimization strategies. These units include: Drug Education, Sexuality, Risk Taking, Healthy Eating, 
Mental Health, Communication and Relationships. 

Assessed Tasks: 

Skills and physical activity test, participation in practical classes, health tests/assignments, weekly reflection journal 
and program. 

Leads into: Any HAPE Year 10 subject 

Subject Cost: $50.00 to cover excursions to various local fitness centres and sporting facilities 
Excursions are charged at the time of the activity. 

Outdoor Adventure 

 
Outdoor Adventure Year 9 is suited to students who are interested in experiencing alternate physical activities within 
an outdoor environment as well as increasing their awareness of the environment and its needs. 

Course Structure: Students have the opportunity to learn essential outdoor skills, experience outdoor activities and 
increase their appreciation of the outdoors. Activities include: an overnight bushwalking camp, tent erection, 
swimming, canoeing, map reading, orienteering, bush cooking, indoor climbing, low and high ropes, surfing and 
abseiling.  

Assessed Tasks: 

Workbook reflections, nutrition assignment, outdoor adventure assignment and participation in practical sessions. 

Leads into: VCE Outdoor Education 

Subject Cost: Semester 1: $160 
Semester 2: $160   
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Specialist Basketball (Years 9-10) 

 
Specialist Basketball is suited to students who have a background in basketball and are keen to challenge themselves 
with high-level theory related to VCE Physical Education. 

Course Structure: 

Throughout this unit students have the opportunity to undergo fitness testing, skills testing and training in order to 
improve their overall skills. Students complete assignments and theory work related to fitness, goal setting, anatomy, 
sports coaching, umpiring and actively participate in the Junior United Mentoring Program (JUMP), focusing on 
breaking down the barriers associated with disabilities.  

Assessed Tasks: 

Practical tests, topic tests, skill analysis, exams and assignments. 

Prerequisites: Select Entry 

Leads into: VCE Physical Education/Health 

Subject Cost: Costs arise if students participate in the Australian School Championships in December 
Charge will be raised second semester and cost must be paid prior to activity. 
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Humanities 
Humanities subjects involve the study of human societies and environments, people and their culture in the past and present day. 
Humanities is the study of human behaviour, exploring social issues, financial awareness, laws, beliefs and the varying interaction 
of humans with the world around them. This dynamic curriculum area includes Commerce, History, Law and Politics and 
Geography based units to engage all students in a wide variety of learning opportunities. 

Subjects offered at each level: 
Year 9 

Year 9 History 

Year 9 Geography 

Votes and Verdicts  

 

Subject Selection and Progression Rules: 

 Year 9 students must choose at least one Humanities Unit from the three offerings. 

Year 9 History 

 
Year 9 History is suited to students who are interested in studying our world from an historical perspective. . 

Course Structure:  

Year 9 History covers the making of the modern world from the Industrial Revolution in England to the end of World War 1. It 
includes Australia’s colonisation, the growth of the nation to Federation and the early years of the Commonwealth. Students 
study the causes of WW1 and Australia’s involvement at Gallipoli and the Western Front. Students read and view a variety of 
texts, analyse primary and secondary sources of information and develop an investigation into a topic of interest. 

Assessed Tasks: 

Class exercises, workbook, source analysis, essay and research assignment. 

 

Leads into: Year 10 History 

Year 9 Geography 

 
Year 9 Geography is suited to those who are interested in exploring fascinating places around the world and investigating 
global environmental issues. 

Course Structure:  

In the first unit, students study the world’s major biomes and their role in food production. They look at agriculture in 
Australia, the varieties of foods produced, the impacts of farming on the environment and the factors that ensure the 
nation’s food security. The issue of food security in developing nations and potential strategies to overcome famine is also 
explored. In the second unit, students study tourism and look at the movements of people, the impacts of tourism and what 
we can learn from interactions with other cultures. 

Assessed Tasks: 

Investigation project, presentation project, completion of workbook and class exercises and an examination. 

Leads into: Year 10 Geography 

http://www.phoenix.vic.edu.au/humanities/#WAR9?
http://www.phoenix.vic.edu.au/humanities/#VOT9?
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Votes and Verdicts (Year 9 Civics) 

 
Votes and Verdicts is suited to students interested in the law and their own rights. This unit covers the area of Civics 
and Citizenship, which includes the study of Politics and Law. 

Course Structure:  

Calling all students who would like to be informed! This course challenges students to be informed about current issues 
and examine what is in the media relating to politics and government and law and order. Students study our political 
and legal systems, covering topics such as rights and responsibilities of citizens, parliament, voting, law making and the 
court system. 

Assessed Tasks: 

Presentation project, research assignment, workbook activities, tests and an end of unit examination. 

Leads into: Further studies in Business Education Year 10 and Year 10 Legal Studies. 
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LOTE 
LOTE provides students with the opportunity to join in an enormous language community and speak a language spoken in one of 
the world’s most populous countries. The College’s LOTE curriculum is designed so students learn by engaging in real-life 
situations. 

Subjects offered at each level: 

Year 9 

Chinese 

 

Subject Selection and Progression Rules: 

 Students should study LOTE in each semester. 

LOTE aims to: 

 Engage students in communication skills, namely listening, reading, writing and speaking with an emphasis on being able to 
understand the target language and be understood. 

 Provide students with the opportunity to acquire language skills that will assist them in their career paths. 

 Give students an opportunity to become familiar with Chinese culture with the opportunity to participate in an Exchange 
Program. 

Chinese  

Year 9 Chinese aims to build on the basic skills acquired in Year 8. 

Course structure: 

Students’ spoken and written skills will focus on topics such as asking and giving directions, descriptions, hobbies, 
ordering food and buying things etc. They will further develop their understanding of the Chinese language in relevant 
and meaningful contexts. ICT is effectively used in Chinese classes. Students are encouraged to use online resources 
and applications on iPads and computers to develop their skills and knowledge. ICT helps and engages the students to 
learn more by themselves as independent learners. 

Apart from studying the language, students will engage in variety of cultural activities, such as, culture based 
excursions, cooking Chinese food, visiting museums, local restaurants and dressing up. Opportunities to participate in 
various speech and language competitions will be offered to the students.   

Assessed Tasks: 

Speaking, listening, reading and writing tests; cultural projects and presentations; end of term exams. 

Leads into: Chinese Year 10 
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Mathematics 
Mathematics is an area of knowledge older than recorded history and has, through the ages, developed into a sophisticated, 

complex body of knowledge. It has applications in all human activities, crossing cultural and linguistic boundaries to provide a 

universal way of solving problems in areas such as Science, Engineering, Technology, Art, Crafts and many everyday activities.  

Recommended Mathematics Pathways: 

-Extension Mathematics Pathway 

Year 9  Year 10  Year 11  Year 12 

Year 9 Extension  > 

 

Year 10 Extension  
 

 
 

> 
 
 
> 

Year 11 General  
 

Year 11 Methods  
 

> 
 

> 
 
> 

Year 12 Further 
 

Year 12 Methods 
and/or 

Year 12 Specialist  

 

-General Mathematics Pathway (if planning to undertake a Year 12 Mathematics subject) 

Year 9  Year 10  Year 11  Year 12 

Year 9 General > Year 10 General > Year 11 General > Year 12 Further 

 

-General Mathematics Pathway (if not planning to undertake a Year 12 Mathematics subject) 

Year 9  Year 10  Year 11  Year 12 

Year 9 General > Year 10 General > 
Year 11 Foundation  

or  
#VCAL Maths 

 
> 
 

#VCAL Maths 

#Note: VCAL Math is only available to students in a VCAL program 

-Numeracy Pathway 

Year 9  Year 10  Year 11  Year 12 

Year 9 Numeracy > 
Year 10 

Numeracy 
> 

Year 11 Foundation  
or  

#VCAL Maths 

 
> 

 
#VCAL Maths 

#Note: VCAL Math is only available to students in a VCAL program 

 Suggested pathways are shown by arrows in the diagram.  

 All paths lead to different competency levels in Mathematics.  

 Students must have successfully completed Year 10 General Maths or Year 10 Extension Maths to choose a VCE 
Mathematics.  

 

Subject Selection and Progression Rules: 

 

 In consultation with teachers, students may choose from different streams of Mathematics at each level.  
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Numeracy  

 
Numeracy Year 9 is suited to students who have not successfully completed General Mathematics Year 8 or who 
have difficulties with basic Mathematical concepts. During this course students focus on and revise mathematics 
skills covered in previous years and develop the basic skills needed for the workplace as a consumer.  
This subject uses ICT extensively. 
 
Course Structure: 
In this subject students learn about Number, Space, Measurement Chance and Data, Structure and working 
mathematically. 
 
Assessed Tasks: 
Class and homework activities, tests, assignments and exam. 
 

Leads into:  Numeracy Year 10 or General Mathematics Year 9 

General Mathematics 

 
General Mathematics Year 9 is suited to students who wish to focus on the basic mathematical skills needed for 
living as a consumer in everyday life and to being a numerate member of the workforce. This course does not 
cover the material required for students to attempt VCE Mathematical Methods or VCE Specialist Mathematics. 
 
Course Structure: 
In this subject students learn about Number, Space, Measurement Chance and Data, Structure and working 
mathematically. 
 
Assessed Tasks: 
Class and homework activities, tests, assignments and exam. 
 

Leads into:  General Mathematics Year 10 

Mathematics Extension 

 
Mathematics Extension Year 9 is suited to students who show ability, enjoy and have an interest in Mathematics. 
It prepares students for VCE Further Mathematics, Mathematical Methods & Specialist Mathematics and beyond. 
 
Course Structure: 
In this subject students learn about Number, Space, Measurement Chance and Data, Structure and working 
mathematically. An emphasis will be given to extending basic knowledge. 
 
Assessed Tasks: 
Class and homework activities, tests, assignments and exam. 
 

Leads into:  Extension Mathematics Year 10 or Year 10 Methods 

Essential Items:  Standard Scientific Calculator 
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The Arts-Performing 
Performing Arts subjects allow students to express themselves through a variety of skills and areas. Performing Arts is suited for 
any student who likes to express themselves. Performing Arts subjects are predominantly practical classes that encourage 
students to express themselves through a variety of activities designed to develop skills for creating, developing and refining works 
for presentation to a live audience. Music and Drama are the main subjects offered in Performing Arts. However Dance is also 
covered within Drama units and Production classes and we have classes that focus purely on singing. 

Subjects offered at each level: 

Year 9 

Drama  

Music 

Production (Semester 1)* 

Vocal Magic (Semester 2)* 

Instrumental Music  

 

*Specific students will be allowed to select Production instead of Performing Arts in Semester 1, and/or Vocal Magic in Semester 
2. Students will be selected into the subjects based on an audition.  

Subject Selection and Progression Rules: 

 In Year 9 onwards, students may choose either two semesters of Visual or Performing Arts, or one semester of each. 

Instrumental Music 

Course Structure: 

Students learn to play the instrument of their choice and develop skills in musicianship, notational reading and 
prepare for performances. Students are required to attend regular lessons, rehearsals and perform at concerts 
scheduled during the school year. 

Assessed Tasks:  
Students will be assessed on their improved musical skills,  
Individual and ensemble contribution to music performances and participation at rehearsals. 

Instrumental tuition is available for the following instruments: 
Flute* Violin* Guitar* Oboe* Viola* Bass Guitar* Clarinet* Cello* Drums*Saxophone* Double Bass* Percussion 
Trumpet* Trombone* Keyboard Euphonium* Tuba* Piano. 

*Denotes instruments available for hire. 

*Please note that fees are not refundable except in exceptional circumstances. 

Leads into:   Further musical development and performances, V.C.E. Musical Performance. 

Booklist Items:   Varies according to choice of instrument. 

Subject Cost:   Semester 1 : $120 per semester  
  Semester 2 : $120 per semester. 

 

 

http://www.phoenix.vic.edu.au/performing-arts/#DRA9?
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Production 

 
Production is suited to students who love to sing and dance. Students will rehearse and perform a musical 
production at Her Majesty’s Theatre.  

Course Structure: 

Students develop skills in acting, singing and dancing as they prepare to perform in the College’s annual musical 
production. Students are required to attend rehearsals and performances scheduled outside class time (including 
after school and on some weekends) and to participate in the final public performances. Students can only be part of 
the College Production if they are in this class, unless they are senior students who have made specific arrangements 
with the teachers involved. 

Assessed Tasks: 

Students will be assessed on their contribution to teamwork, individual contribution to the Production, consistent 
participation in rehearsal, a major written task and a journal. 

Prerequisites: Entry only by selection and audition. Production will run in Semester 1. 

Leads into: Performing Arts subjects (Music and Drama), Vocal Magic, VCE Music Performance, VCE 
Theatre Studies, VCE Drama. 

Subject Cost: Semester 1: $30.00 for costumes and make up. 

Vocal Magic (Group Singing) 

 
Vocal Magic is suited to students who love to sing. You will learn how to use and develop your singing voice and 
perform in the school and wider community. 

Course Structure: 

In this subject students interpret and perform vocal ensemble works in a range of styles including musical comedy, 
popular, gospel (optional) and classical. Students perform at both school and community functions and attend 
excursions to see live music. Through research and analysis of listening to work from different styles, cultures and 
times, students develop an understanding of relevant historical information to assist with the preparation of 
performances of vocal music. This course includes the unit “Learning to read vocal music” and an aural listening 
component using the Kodaly method, providing a pathway to the VCE Music Performance course. 

Assessed Tasks: 

Rehearsal participation, concert performance, practical exams (Kodaly exercises), analysis report and reflective 
journal. 

Leads into: Music, VCE/VET Music 
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Music 

 
Music Year 9 is suitable for students who enjoy learning about and performing music and would like to further 
develop their musicianship skills. Students form small groups to create and perform music using a variety of styles 
and work with visiting musicians. 

Course Structure: 

In this subject students learn how to develop their musical skills and understanding by singing, (optional) playing and 
creating music together in a range of styles. Sometime will also be spent on further establishing theoretical 
knowledge relevant to their practical music making, and on exploring the social or historical context of selected 
musical styles. Students’ particular musical interests, skills and needs will influence the content of the course. 
Assessment will focus mostly on practical work, but some written tasks will also be assessed. 

Assessed Tasks: 

Students will be assessed on their positive participation in workshops and rehearsals, a theory/aural test, a music 
careers assignment and a variety of solo and group performances. 

Leads into: Music Year 10, Production Band, Vocal Magic, VET Music. 

Drama 

 
Drama Year 9 is suited to students who enjoy performing and using their creative imagination. Students will develop 
their performing skills through fun and practical workshops looking at several acting styles. 

Course Structure: 

A variety of styles and genres of acting and performing will be introduced, giving students the opportunity to 
broaden and develop their skills and understanding. Most assessment will be performance based, but written 
reflection and some research assignments will also be undertaken.  

Assessed Task: 

TV show, film making, Scripts, Non Naturalism, Horror trailer and Improvisation. The major project will be a student 
devised issue based performance. Students must also submit a journal and complete all written assessment tasks. 

Leads into: Drama Year 10, Theatre Studies Units 1 & 2, Production. 
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Science 
The goal of Science studies at Phoenix P-12 Community College is to stimulate, respond to and nourish the curiosity; wonder and 
questioning that students have about the world they live in. Building students’ Science capability is critical in helping them develop 
the skills and understanding necessary to meet the challenges of an increasingly technological world and to make responsible, 
informed choices as citizens in a modern society. 

Subjects offered at each level: 
 

Year 9 

Science  

 

Subject Selection and Progression Rules: 

 Students must study Science in Year 9 and may choose to complete either or both semesters. 

Science 

 
Science Year 9 is a compulsory Science subject for all Year 9 students, which will cover a range of key scientific 
understandings and the skills required to be a successful science student. Year 9 Science only runs for one Semester. 

Course Structure: 

In this subject students learn about living ecosystems, plate tectonics, materials and reaction types, body coordination 
and disease. Students conduct investigations and experiments, give oral presentations, make models and conduct 
research assignments to extend their understanding of the theory behind the key scientific concepts explored. 

Assessed Tasks: 

Research Project, Workbook Activities, Oral Presentation, Tests, Reports on Investigations, Model Construction 

Leads into: Year 10 Science subjects 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.phoenix.vic.edu.au/science/#SCI9192
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Design and Technology 
Technology and Design studies assist students to develop their skills and knowledge based around the design process. Contexts 
may relate to what we grow, eat, wear, build, make or program and will cover health and safety.  There is an emphasis on the 
development of students’ skills in managing and manipulating materials and resources using a range of tools, equipment and 
machines to make functional products or systems. 

Subjects offered at each level: 

Year 9 Electives 

Woodwork 

Electronics 

 Metals 

Small Engines 

F1 in schools 

Textiles and Beyond 

Incredible Edibles 

Digital Technology 

. 

Technology key skills include addressing design problems either as individuals or in teams, to research, review, select or justify 
the use of production and assembly processes leading to the production of quality products. 

Technology Learning Activities include developing innovative solutions to design briefs, drawing and modelling techniques, 
investigating properties and characteristics of materials and systems and hands-on practice. 

Woodwork 

 
Woodwork Year 9 is suited to students who would like to combine creative design with practical tasks. Through 
theoretical and practical challenges students will learn a variety of techniques and skills in working with wood. This 
subject will allow you to use a wide range of hand and power tools in a professional and safe working manner. 

Course Structure: 

Students design and produce a piece(s) of furniture according to specifications. They practise making complex timber 
joints commonly used in the furnishing and building industry, investigate properties and characteristics of timber types 
and manufacturing boards. Production processes and safe use of a wide range of hand and power tools is taught to 
produce high quality timber products. Students learn how to develop design briefs, productions plans, and develop 
evaluation criteria to gauge the success of their products. 

Assessed Tasks: 

Investigations, designs, products and product evaluations, unit exam. 

Leads into: VET Building & Construction, VET Furniture Making, Woodwork year 10  

Subject Cost:  Semester 1: $25.00  
Semester 2: $25.00 
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Electronics 

 
   Electronics allows students to use simple electronic circuits to create interesting models. 

Course Structure: 

The students will use electronic components such as circuit boards, integrated circuits, diodes, LED’s etc. To construct a 
range of models. They will also develop an understanding of how electricity can be used in society today. 

Assessed Tasks: 

Research, investigation and design tasks, products, production plans, evaluation and end of semester exam. 

Leads into: Year 10 Technology, Year 10 Science and Year 10 Maths 

Subject Cost:  Semester 1: $ 15.00 
Semester 2: $ 15.00 

Metals 

 
Metals is suited to students who are interested in producing models using a range of tools and equipment. Through 
theoretical and practical tasks students will gain skills and knowledge to be able to produce a number of different 
models. 

Course Structure: 

Students undertaking year 9 Metals will be introduced to arrange of metal working machines. The models will gradually 
increase the skill level required at the year 9 level. Working and demonstrating safety in a metal workshop 
environment is paramount. 

Assessed Tasks: 
Investigations, products and product evaluations, unit exam. 

Leads into:  Leads into: Metals Year 10 

Subject Cost:  Semester 1: $25.00  
Semester 2: $25.00  

Small Engines  

 
Students undertaking Small Engines will gain an understanding on how a small engine works. Students will have the 
opportunity to work on both 2 and 4 stroke engines. They will dismantle and reassemble engines while developing an 
understanding on how they work. Students will also develop problem solving skills such as what to do when an engine 
won’t start. Students will be supported to gain skills in the choice and use of different tools and equipment while being 
able to articulate and demonstrate the necessary OH&S skills. 

Assessed Tasks: 

Workbooks 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6, end of semester exam, tool tasks, OHS compliance, team work assessments. 

Leads into: Year 10 Technology 

Subject Cost:  Semester 1: $10 
Semester 2: $10 
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F1 in Schools 

 
F1 in Schools  is suited to students who want to become a member of the ‘F1 in Schools’ team – a program which 
allows students to design, produce, test and race a miniature Formula 1 car –competing against other school teams 
nationally and internationally. 

Course Structure: 

Students learn how to use a 2D and 3D drawing program modelling different objects including F1 car designs. They also 
learn how to create virtual car assemblies, technical drawings, photo realistic imaging and simulations. The use of a 
virtual wind tunnel and research on aerodynamic materials allows the students to modify their designs. Computer 
Aided Manufacturing will give the students the chance to produce their designs and race them on a 20m race track. 
They learn about team marketing and sponsorship. 

Assessed Tasks: 

Investigations, designs, products and product evaluations, unit exam. 

Leads into: Visual Communication, VET Engineering 

Subject Cost:  Semester 1: $10.00  
Semester 2: $10.00  

Textiles and Beyond 

 
Textiles and Beyond is suited to students who are interested in developing and extending their knowledge and skills at 
interior design, textile art, fashion and the design industry.  Students will have an opportunity to design and produce 
textile items and will learn the basics of design, industrial branding, decoration and textile applications. 

Course Structure: 

In this subject students will learn how to develop their individual creative skills to create products that are visually 
appealing and functional. Students will design and construct textile products while learning about the concepts of 
sustainability and recycling and will develop decorating and embellishing skills using variety of trims and beads as well 
as fabric applications.  Students will learn how to create design briefs, production plans and will begin to establish their 
own evaluation criteria to gauge the success of their products. 

Assessed Tasks: 

Research, investigation and design tasks, products, production plans, evaluations, production plans and end of semester 
exam. 

Leads into: Year 10 Design and Technology  

Subject Cost: Semester 1: $25.00  
Semester 2: $25.00  
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Incredible Edibles 

Our incredible edible unit of study is suited to students who want to continue exploring more complex cooking 
techniques and styles which create the fabulous foods that we have the privilege of having available to us in Australia. 
Students will demonstrate a curiosity about new and exciting food trends and will investigate and explore new foods 
and preparation techniques.  

Course Structure: 

Incredible Edibles will focus on the new trends in the food industry. We will explore such areas as simplicity of flavour 
and beautiful presentation. We will explore contemporary food photography, food presentation methods and the 
impact of food on our health and the health of our world. Students will investigate Australia’s rapidly expanding 
contemporary dining industry and will extend their knowledge and skills of the ingredients and techniques used by 
many modern chefs.  

Assessed Tasks: 

Research and investigation tasks, products, designs, evaluations, production plans and end of semester exam. 

Leads into: Gourmet Globetrotting, Café Culture, VCE Food Studies, VET Hospitality 

Subject Cost:  Semester 1:  $30.00      
Semester 2:  $30.00  

Digital Technology 

 
Digital technologies include computer hardware and software, digital media and media devices, digital toys and 
accessories and communication technologies. In this unit students will investigate the ways these technologies affect 
us all, investigating the way technology is used to meet information needs, solve problems and bring about change. 

Course Structure: 

In this subject students will use a wide range of current technologies to program, design and create. Students will 
analyse problems and design solutions whilst demonstrating their ability to use technology and computational thinking. 
Students will use programming to create digital products such as websites, games and apps. Robotics and drone 
technologies will also be investigated and technology will be used to investigate and collaborate on a variety of group 
tasks. 

Assessed Tasks: 

ePortfolio, Presentations, Investigative assignments, programming tasks, Group projects and practical skills tests. 

Leads into: Digital Technologies Year 10 

Subject Cost:  Excursion cost approx. $25 
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The Arts - Visual 

The Visual Arts are unique, expressive, creative and communicative forms that engage students in critical and creative thinking 
that helps them understand themselves and the world. Visual Arts encourage the development of skills and the exploration of 
technologies, forms and processes through the creation of works which are visual in nature, such as ceramics, painting, sculpture, 
printmaking and photography.  

Subjects offered at each level: 

Year 9 

Art – Mixed Media  

Ceramics  

Printmaking 

Visual Communication & Design/Media 

Photography/Media 

 

Subject Selection and Progression Rules: 

 From Year 9 onwards, students may choose 2 semesters of Visual Arts. e.g. 1st semester Ceramics and 2nd semester Art – Mixed 
Media. 

Art Mixed Media 

   Course Structure: 

In this subject students use the elements and principles of Art to complete a folio of finished work developed from 
drawings, collages, paintings, printmaking and ceramics. Themes are developed around portraiture, still-life and 
landscapes using a variety of media and techniques. There is also the opportunity to link digitally generated images 
using digital cameras. Historical and cultural studies of Art will be undertaken with students completing written and 
theoretical assignments including aesthetics analysis. 

Assessed Tasks: 

Visual diary of trialled and finished art works, theory in written or oral format. 

Leads into: All Visual Arts Year 10 subjects 

Subject Cost: Semester 1: $10.00  
Semester 2: $10.00  

Ceramics 

    Course Structure: 

In this subject students get the chance to develop, increase and extend their skills in working with clay. Techniques 
and skills covered include coil, pinch, slab, moulds and modelling. Students also study the history of art, the elements 
and principles of design and complete verbal and written analysis and interpretation of artworks. 

Assessed Tasks: 

Visual diary of trialled and finished art works, theory in written or oral format. 

Leads into: All Visual Arts Year 10 subjects 

Subject Cost: Cost for materials  

http://www.phoenix.vic.edu.au/visual-arts/#ART9?
http://www.phoenix.vic.edu.au/visual-arts/#CER9?
http://www.phoenix.vic.edu.au/visual-arts/#PRI9?
http://www.phoenix.vic.edu.au/visual-arts/#VCD9?
http://www.phoenix.vic.edu.au/visual-arts/#PHO0?
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Photography/Media 

 
Photography/Media Year 10 is suited for students who are interested in learning how to use digital SLR cameras and 
exploring techniques in digital manipulation. Student will also complete units of work exploring and experimenting 
with ideas using images, sound and text. 

 Course Structure: 

Students get to use the retro style SLR cameras to capture images, learn the skills to use a digital camera and take 
their photos across into the computer program Photoshop.  There are also theory based assignments which involve 
studying artists and their influences on the development of photography. 

Assessed Tasks: 

Visual diary of trialled and finished art works, theory in written or oral format. 

Leads into: All Visual Arts Year 10 subjects 

Subject Cost: Semester 1: $10.00 for Art Gallery Excursions charged at the time of the activity. 
Semester 2: $10.00 for Art Gallery Excursions charged at the time of the activity. 

Printmaking 

 
Printmaking Year 9 is suited to students who are interested in working with lino, card and silk screen to produce 
images that can be mass produced or printed on t-shirts. 

Course Structure: 

In this subject students are given the opportunity to develop skills in printmaking. Students learn how to make art 
prints using various printmaking techniques. The processes and techniques covered will include dry etching, 
monoprinting, linocuts, collagraphs and use of the printing press. Students study the history of art, the elements and 
principles of design, and complete verbal and written analysis and interpretation of artworks. 

Assessed Tasks: 

Visual diary of trialled and finished art works, theory in written or oral format. 

Leads into: All Visual Arts Year 10 subjects 

Subject Cost: Cost for materials  

Visual Communication and Design/Media 

 
Visual Communication and Design Year 9 is suited to students who are interested in learning about the design 
process used in advertising, television commercials and magazines. Students will also complete units of work 
exploring and experimenting with sound and text. 

Course Structure: 

In this subject students undertake various design exercises and controlled drawing tasks which increases their design 
awareness and drawing skills. They also study the elements and principles of design as well as completing computer 
generated tasks. Students undertake written analysis and interpretation of visual communications. Topics could 
include perspective rendering, illustration and other techniques used in the commercial art field. 

Assessed Tasks: 

Visual diary of trialled and finished art works, theory in written or oral format. 

Leads into: All Visual Arts Year 10 subjects 

Subject Cost: Semester 1: $10.00  
Semester 2: $10.00  



25 

Applied Learning 
Applied Learning enables students to put into action the theory they are learning by engaging in real-world situations. Students 
will learn the knowledge, skills and understandings to then produce real outcomes for real audiences. Students can choose the 
direction of their outcomes based on interest and community connections. 

Phoenix Connect 

Year 9 students undertake the Phoenix Connect Program for a semester. This program is centred in the applied 
learning open space within the Bonshaw Village. Phoenix Connect is an inquiry based learning program with key 
themes on developing understanding of the self. Projects move initially from a school community level, 
progressively to a local community platform and then finally developing projects to include a global community 
focus. 

Phoenix Connect encompasses all kinds of learning styles using individual small and large group work scenarios. 
A variety of learning platforms from visual, audio, read/writing and kinaesthetic activities are used to deliver 
content. 

Course Structure: 

In this subject students learn about themselves and how they learn, how they think and also how 
communication affects their outcomes. Students learn how to work as an effective team player and leader. They 
will gain key skills including questioning, analysis of information and independent research skills. Students will 
participate in many excursions to support their learning throughout Phoenix Connect. 

Assessed Tasks: 

Living resume, journal production, building respectful relationships, brain gym, school community issues project, 
global community work tasks, expo stand – holistic overview project, community volunteer participation.  

Subject Costs:  $50 camp and Excursion costs to be charged at time of activities. 

 

 

  

 

http://www.phoenix.vic.edu.au/applied-learning/#CC?9?
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Year 9 Subject Selection - 2019 
 

   

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faculty Subject 

 
The Arts 
 

 Year 9 Ceramics 

 Year 9 Drama 

 Year 9 Music 

 Year 9 Photography/ Media 

 Year 9 Print Making 

 Year 9 Mixed Media 

 Year 9 Production  

 Year 9 Visual Communication and Design 

 Year 9 Vocal Magic  

English  Year 9 English 

Humanities 
 Year 9 Geography 

 Year 9 History 

 Year 9 Votes and Verdicts  

HAPE 

 Specialist Basketball  

 Year 9 HAPE 

 Year 9 Mind, Body & Soul 

 Year 9 Strength and Conditioning 

 Year 9 Outdoor Adventure  

Maths 
 Year 9 Maths Numeracy 

 Year 9 Maths General  

 Year 9 Maths Extension   

Science  Year 9 Science 1 OR Year 9 Science 2  

Design and 
Technology 

 Year 9 Textiles and Beyond 

 Year 9 Digital Technology  

 Year 9 Incredible Edibles 

 Year 9 F1 in Schools 

 Year 9 Small Engines 

 Year 9 Woodwork 

 Year 9 Metals 

 Year 9 Electronics  

Application   Year 9 Phoenix Connect A & B 

LOTE (Optional) 
 Year 9 Chinese 1 

 Year 9 Chinese 2 

PCG  Pastoral Care  
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Year 9 Program - 2019 
 

English 
(Semester 1 & 2) 

 

English 1 
English 2 

 
Maths 

(Semester 1 & 2) 
 

Maths 1 (choice of Numeracy, General, or Extension) 
Maths 2 (choice of Numeracy, General, or Extension) 

 
Science 

(Science 1 must be 
completed) 

Science 1 

 
Phoenix Connect 

(complete Semester 
1 or 2) 

Phoenix Connect 

 
The Arts 

(choose 1 from list) 
 

 
HAPE 

(choose 1 from list) 
 

 
Humanities 

(choose 1 from list) 
 

 
Technology 

(choose 1 from list) 
 

 
PCG 

Compulsory 

Extra Subject  

Extra Subject (Reserve 
1) 

 

Extra Subject (Reserve 
2) 

 

 

Extra Subject Choice 
 
Please choose an additional 3 subjects from any of the learning areas of Science, LOTE, HAPE, Arts, Technology or 
Humanities. You will only study one of these, the last two subjects are reserve choices. 
 
Subject choices entered to WEBCHOICE on Tuesday 7 August at 4pm – 6pm, Wednesday 8 August at 6pm – 8pm, 
Thursday 9 August at 5pm - 7pm or with a House Manager after a counselling session. 
 
Final sheet (WebChoice print out) signed by parent/guardian must be returned by Friday 31st August to the Cornish 

Office – Mrs Karen Rickard. 


